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New foundation anteoe gay Canada 


In the relatively brief span of time from Stonewall 
to century’s close, much has changed with the gay 
community and how it is perceived by the broader 
population. Rather than thinking of progress in terms 
of ‘battles’ and ‘wars’, we should view the issue of 
gay rights as a kind of evolution, a constant move 
forward as opposed to a convoluted do-si-do of wins 
and losses. 

Perhaps one of the greatest drawbacks of this 
country’s national gay community is the sense of 
fragmentation it bears, being comprised of many 
diverse regional components. Aside from EGALE 
(Equality for Gays And Lesbians Everywhere) there is 
no cohesive organization that binds gay Canada as a 
whole. 

All that’s about to change. 

On January Ist, the Outlooks Millennium 
Community Foundation was launched as a means to 
further the presence, profile and prosperity of gay and 
lesbian organizations across the country. 

According to Outlooks publisher Roy Heale, the 
primary mandate of the foundation is to provide seed 


money for the creation of new gay and lesbian | 


organizations across Canada, as well as support the 
advancement of those already in existence. 

A variety of projects or groups are currently 

eligible for consideration of grant funds allocation, 
with others to be added in future as new initiatives 
come to light. 
Of primary concern is the disbursement of funds 
the creation of new community groups or 
associations. This category includes gay business 
associations, sport and leisure groups, peer support 
organizations and other programs that serve to 
strengthen the sense of community in Canada’s gay 
and lesbian populations. 

Another area of potential foundation support is 
the sponsorship of events or programs that have 
proven successful in other cities, those which would 
enjoy similar success in other Canadian centres with 
sufficient launch financing. An example of this is 
Calgary’s Small Change... Big Changes event, which 


for 


program, which raises funds through coins collected 
in keepsake piggy banks, is effective because of its 
simplicity and relatively low operating costs. The 
creation of the ceramic pigs, which change colour 
from year to year, is the greatest expense to Small 
Change... Big Changes. Other cities interested in 
pursuing similar campaigns would be eligible for 
funding consideration to help defray the hard costs of 
producing the piggy banks. Through such “sharing” 
programs, cities from coast to coast could raise 
significant funds in their own communities, as well as 
raise the profile of a “united” gay Canada. 

Existing community support services and 
organizations are also potential beneficiaries of the 
Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation. If 
such an organization wished to expand or improve the 


Outlooks publisher Roy Heale presents Millennium 
Community Foundation co-chairs Lorrie Murphy and 
Bill Brooks with a startup cheque. 

photo by Simon Burroughs 


services they offer their community, they, too, would 
be considered for funding disbursement. Examples of 
expansion/improvement projects would include such 
things as the creation of youth peer support groups or 
the development of educational HIV/AIDS prevention 
programs where they did not exist previously. 

One of the greatest arenas for expression and 
discussion within the community is in the arts. Sadly, 


benefits the Southern Alberta HIV Clinic. The programs and productions with overtly gay themes are 
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and programs as outlined, 
communities across Canada, funding for the 
foundation will be key. An initial donation of $2000 
was made by Outlooks newspaper as seed money for 
the launch of the Millennium Foundation. Further 
support for the project is expected to come in the form 
of donations, bequests in wills and special fundraising 
programs. 

As the foundation is national, allocation of 
monies will be handled on a province-by-province 
basis, with funds raised in each province going back 
into their respective communities. Also, as the 
foundation develops, further plans for the creation of 
funds will be made known. 

Applications for foundation grants will be 
handled through a two-tier submission program. In 
order to be considered for funding support, applicants 
must fall into one of the categories outlined earlier, as 
well as meet foundation guidelines. 

Application forms will be made available to 
interested parties by contacting the foundation offices 
directly via telephone, fax, post or e-mail (see below). 
Once the first form is filled out and returned, and the 
submission is deemed eligible under the existing 
criteria, a full registration application will be mailed 
out. Once this second form has been completed and 


returned, groups and organizations that best fulfill 
foundation guidelines will be short-listed and 


submitted for approval by the board of directors. 
Once selections have been made, successful 
applicants will be notified by mail regarding their 
disbursement if funds are available. 
Applications which do not meet foundation 
guidelines at the time of submission will also be 


and the number of. 


notified by mail and invited to re-submit once the ~ 


proper criteria have been met. 

For an introduction to some, of the faces that 
comprise the Outlooks Millennium Community 
Foundation, please refer to page 20. 

As it is with Outlooks newspaper, the foundation 
is always interested in receiving feedback and 
constructive criticism from the community at large. 
Comments, queries and concerns—as well as 
application requests—can be submitted in the 
following manner: 


Box 439, Suite 100 
1039 17th Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


by mail: 
by e-mail: foundation@outlooks.ab.ca 


1-888-228-1157 
Calgary: 228-1157 


by phone: 


by fax: (403) 228-7735 


on the web: http://www. outlooks.ab.ca 


Publisher’s request 


Here were, 
safely landed in the 
& | 21st Century. So 
| what happens now? 
The prophecies of 
doom and disaster 
proved to be wrong, 
so is it possible that 
this is the dawn of a 
new era where 
equality is not a brave 
new word? One thing 
is for sure, we all have to work together to 
strengthen and expand the gay and lesbian 
community. This growth has to come, in 
part, at the grassroots level with youth 
groups, telephone resource lines, 
fundraising events, pride week activities, art 
shows, theatrical productions, clubs and 
association aimed specifically at gay and 
lesbian participation. These kinds of 
activities provide strength and support 
which is needed in Canada from coast to 


Simon Burroughs 


PhOtO 


tel: 277 8957 cel: 830 3446 
e-mail: superburroughs@hotmail.com 


coast, in both small towns and large cities. 

With this in mind, I ask for your support 
of the Outlooks Millennium Community 
Foundation. This is truly a national vehicle 
which will encourage growth in grassroots 
activities leading to the largest “Gay Guide 
to Canada” we have ever seen. As new 
projects are funded across the country, each 
community will benefit from a wider range 
of support services or activities. This, in 
turn, will promote a healthier understanding 
of who we are and why there is no reason to 
be afraid of us, even though we represent a 
large minority group within Canada. 

The foundation needs your donation, no 
matter how small, in order to help fund new 
activities in your community. Each donor 
will become a foundation member and 
receive copies of the foundation’s annual 
report, as well as other important 
announcements. So become a part of this 
important 21st Century initiative and help to 
ensure that the future belongs to us. 


On December 8, 1999, the 
Alberta Human Rights and 
Citizenship Commission named the 
legal team responsible for the 
Delwin Vriend victory as the 
recipient of this year’s Suzanne Mah 
Award. The team, ted by Edmonton 
lawyer Sheila Greckol, took the case 
to the Supreme Court of Canada and 
the court’s decision resulted in 
changes to Alberta’s human rights 
legislation. This, in effect, granted 
gays and lesbians in the province 
equal protection from 
discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation. Other members of the 
legal team included Jo-Ann Holmes, 
Lyle Kanee, June Ross and Douglas 
Stollery. 

In an award ceremony on 
December 9, to mark International 
Human Rights Day, Jo-Ann Holmes 
of Chivers, Greckol and Kanee 


_ Vriend team honoured © 


Barristers and Solicitors “ocepicd. 
the award on behalf of the team. In 
her speech, she expressed the team’s 
admiration for Delwin Vriend, “who 
showed so much courage and 
dedication in carrying the case for 
inclusion of sexual orientation as 4 
ground of prohibited discrimination 
forward through the different levels 
of the courts.” 

She also acknowledged the 
support of Murray Billet, of the Gay 
and Lesbian Awareness Society, in 
helping bring the case forward. In 
closing, Holmes said that “our hope 
for the year 2000, the new century, 
the new millennium, is that 
everybody will come to support the 
understanding that all our lives are 
better when there is equal dignity 
and equal opportunity for all.” 

—Ouflooks staff 
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Lesbian moms win gs 


Another step forward has been taken 
in the battle for equality. With a recent 
ruling by a Calgary judge, gay and lesbian 
spouses can now adopt the children in their 
families. On November 26; Justice Peter 
Martin granted adoption rights to two 
lesbian couples, and charged the province 
of Alberta with their legal bills, to the tune 
of $300,000. 

This follows the \government’s 
decision to drop its opposition™last,.April, 
and takes advantage of legislation that 
followed. The Child Welfare Act was 
modified to expand the definition of step- 
parent, and now allows gay and lesbian 
spouses to assume that role. Thesprovince 
had previously barred all attempts at same- 
sex adoptions. 


legal parents will clear custody rights and 
responsibilities, clarify inheritance of the 
childrén and also allow queer families to 
buy health insurance at family rates. 

Justi¢e Martin made it clear that his 
priorities weren’t solely legal. His chief 
con¢ern Was to allow these children to 
remain in their stable and loving homes, 
calling the women “amply qualified,” and 
“devoted parents.” 

On the flipside, it may be a little 
galling for somé of these loving and 
capable parents (in all but the biological 
sense) to accept legal definition as a 
surrogate, but that is a feeling shared by 


_step-parents everywhere. None can deny 


thatethis*is a big change for Alberta 
families, and one that’s long overdue. 
—Cory Loshney 
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by David Crosson 

In the world of Canadian theatre, Sky Gilbert 
is one of a kind—possibly two if you consider 
‘drag’ and ‘non-drag’ as separate entities. As the 
founder of Toronto’s Buddies In Bad Times 
theatre company, Gilbert has been responsible for- 
numerous hit plays, not to mention two novels, 
some films, and a full-length collection of poetry 
(Digressions of a Naked Party Girl, reviewed in 
Outlooks, January 1999). 

As part of One Yellow Rabbit’s upcoming 
High Performance Rodeo (January 6-30, 2000), 
Gilbert will be bringing his latest play—billed as 
“a very serious comedy about infection”—to 
Calgary from January 24-26. In an exclusive 
interview, Outlooks caught up with him over the 
phone prior to his visit. 

Outlooks: Tell me about The Birth of Casper 
G. Schmidt—what prompted you to write it? 

Gilbert: Well, it was actually written for very 
political reasons—I joined a group in Toronto 
called HEAL, a pretty radical AIDS organization 
that questions a lot of the traditional wisdom 
around HIV. I also read an article by a man 
named Casper Schmidt in a book called The AIDS 
Cult, and it puts forth the idea that AIDS is a mass 
depression, almost a mass hypnosis. That 
interested me very much and I began to think 
about the ways in which we’re hypnotised in other 
parts of our lives, the way we go about our daily 
tasks and do things that have beliefs attached or 
accept certain things without questioning them. 

Outlooks: How did you incorporate this idea 
into a theatrical work? 

Gilbert: The play is about three people—a 
couple and a gay man that lives upstairs—and in 
the first part of the play they’re influenced in 
certain ways by movies and plays and books that 
make them do things without thinking. As the 
play progresses, it becomes clear that the leading 
guy, who has obsessive-compulsive disorder, 
thinks that he’s spreading AIDS all around, and 
that causes complications. It’s a comedy, believe 
it or not. 

Outlooks: As a community, is comedy our 
greatest weapon against AIDS for the time being? 

Gilbert: I think it’s our greatest weapon— 
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period. It’s our greatest weapon as queers: we 
have to have a sense of humour about the stuff 
that’s hurled at us and it’s traditionally the way 
we’ve dealt with it. 

Outlooks: I read a piece you did for the 
Globe & Mail a couple of years ago about the 
“assimilation” of gay culture—have your views 
changed at all since then? 

Gilbert: No! They’ll probably never change 
and I think right now that they’re more firmly 
entrenched than ever. What J find interesting is all 
these middle-class fags who aren’t going to make 
a peep about any issues until they affect them 
personally, or until it affects them in a way they 
can talk about. A lot of these fags hang out in the 
kind of bars and bathhouses that are gradually 
being closed down, but they don’t dare say 
anything because they’re hypocrites. I feel that a 
lot of them think that “respectability” will actually 
give them rights! And I think that it’s a much 
more fundamental problem that the Christian 
right has with us than just being respectable. 

Outlooks: I understand from a past interview 
that you’re not a big fan of Bert Archer’s The End 
Of Gay—care to elaborate on that? 

Gilbert: First of all, I think it’s a really stupid 
book. I think there are many more that were 
written on the topic, before Bert wrote his book, 
that are at least a little bit intelligent. 
His book is just about his own 
experience as a bisexual and he 
extrapolates from that, since he’s 
recently become ‘bisexual’, that the 
world is probably bisexual too. 
{Laughs.] To me that’s just faulty } 
reasoning and I certainly don’t 
extrapolate from my own personal 
sexual desires what the rest of the world 
might be into. I think he’s hopped on a 
very popular bandwagon right now, 
which is that sexuality is basically fluid 
and we’re all on a continuum. 

Outlooks: Governor General Sky 
Gilbert—what’s on your agenda? 

Gilbert: [Laughs.] I don’t know if 
I can answer that—I don’t even know 
what he does! 


“unique shopping 
experience 
for you & your pet” 
601 - 17th Ave. SW 


Calgary 
228-1000 


Locally owned & operated 


rama 


Outlooks: Okay: Sky Gilbert becomes the 
queen—you’re in charge of everything. 

Gilbert: The head queen, the main 
queen... Okay, I think I would focus 4 
society away from work, to try to teach 
people that pleasure is important and 
they need it; it makes them into healthier 
individuals. They should spend much 
more time watching art, and experiencing © 
pleasure and nurturing their emotional, 
sexual side so they don’t just become little 
automatons. 

Outlooks: Is there anything you'd like 
to say prior to your visit to Calgary? 

Gilbert: Well, just that I think this is a 
very funny play and I think people are 
really going to laugh. Every once in a 
while when you’re a playwright, you 
write a play that just seems to... Well, 
you have your favourites that are much | 
more esoteric and challenging and then | 
you have a play like Casper which just 
seems to capture everybody. They see it, 
they love it, they laugh and they want to 
see it again—that’s the kind of play it 
is. 
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Camp 181 presents 


Sunday, February 20, 2000 


Show starts at 7?00pmM at the Orpheus Theatre in tre Sait Campus Centre 
1301 - 16th Avenue N.W. 


Tickets available at: 
The Rainbow Pride Resource Centre / 400, 822 - 11th Avenue S.W. 
The Women’s Place Bookstore /1412 Centre Street S. 
( $20.00 each or $15.00 each for Camp 181 Members ) 
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A new era of enlightenment? 


by Darrin Hagen 

If you’re reading this article, I can 
afford to be smug. That means the world 
hasn’t ended on the eve of destruction; 
Y2K was a vicious media joke and 
computerized civilization hasn’t 
collapsed. Judgement day hasn’t wiped 
out humanity and I, whom everyone 
called a cynic, was right. 

It’s business as usual, except for a 
few extremists involved in Doomsday 
cult suicide pacts. For most of us, it’s 
back to living. The whole “God’s gonna 
claim the sinners” stuff is receding 
further and further down the road of 
logic. And, ultimately, all the Doomsday 
prophets will shift their end-of-the-world 
calculations so they can continue to ask 
for donations, and churches will still 
argue about how far to extend Christian 
charity. Nothing’s really changed, right? 

But on the Eve of Destruction, the 
spiritual shaky ground in North America 
has experienced some quaking, some 
upheaval. Was the oncoming calendar 
change a factor in urging religious leaders 
to deal with some of the big issues that 
have plagued the flock for a few decades? 
Has Hell officially frozen over? 

The end of 1999 saw some 
significant debate about homosexuality 
and Christianity. Everywhere, the 
gauntlet has been thrown down. 
Individuals were challenging centuries of 
dogma and demanding their right to 
worship within their own context. 

In 1976, | watched the gay movement 
pick up steam, fuelled by such 
antagonists as Anita Bryant and Jerry 
Falwell. So no one was more surprised 
than I to hear that the Moral Majority 
leader had actually met with a group of 
200 gay Christians to discuss their issues. 
Falwell and his friend, gay activist 
minister Mel White, put down their 
weapons for a change and agreed to find 
common ground at an anti-violence 
summit. As Falwell is discovering his 
“kinder, gentler” rhetoric, the church is 
heaving with resistance. Cracks are 
starting to show. 

At the same time, also in America, a 
United Methodist pastor who defied his 
clergy by officiating the wedding 
ceremony of two men, was defrocked. 
The jury of thirteen Nebraska ministers 
unanimously convicted Rev. Jimmy 
Creech of violating church law. Creech 
refused to enter a plea. “I believe the law 
that prohibits pastors from celebrating 
holy unions with gay and lesbian couples 
is an unjust and immoral law,” Creech 
rationalized. And on the eve of the 
decision, in an act of defiance, he 
presided over a recommitment ceremony 
of the two gay men. Creech predicted the 


decision would “widen the wound of the 
soul” in the church. 

For every step forward... Earlier this 
year, Presbyterian leaders rejected a 
measure to ordain non-celibate gays and 
lesbians. And, in Georgia, the Southern 
Baptists voted to expel two Atlanta-area 
churches for allowing homosexuals as 
leaders. Steps backward—but at least the 
issues are being discussed. 

In the wake of the glacier-like 
movement of thought that is gradually 
changing the face of religion, new 
extremists appear. As Falwell welcomed 
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his former enemies into his Thomas Road 
Baptist church, a now-familiar sight 
appeared and set up on the lawn, with 
three-foot-tall “GOD HATES FAGS” 
placards. The Rev. Fred Phelps is so 
extreme that even Falwell calls him a 
hatemonger. 

According to Phelps: “He’s saying I 
preach hate? You can’t preach the Bible 
without preaching hate! ...Look here, the 
hatred of God is an attribute of the 
almighty; it is not an evil passion as it is 
with men.” It’s no surprise that Phelps 
has gotten so much attention; his antics 
make even the rightest-wing Christians 
look away in shame. But if the presence 
of a Phelps makes Falwell realize that we 
do need protection from that kind of 
abuse, then maybe we need him (the 
perfect example of rhetoric run amok). 
For God’s sake, the man even protested at 
Sonny Bono’s funeral because there was a 
lesbian in the family. How serious can 
anyone take him? 

Religion, true to its fashion, is always 
a bit slow on the progress front. It wasn’t 
so many years ago that the Vatican finally 
apologised for being mean about Galileo 
daring to presume that the earth revolved 


around the sun. To their credit, an 
apology is an apology—even if it is some 
five hundred years late. My prediction is 
that, eventually, they will update their 
views on homosexuality, abortion, sex 
and masturbation. In the meantime, we 
should be thankful for whatever change 
we see in our lifetimes. The religious 
right’s most influential evangelists— 
Falwell and Pat Robertson among them— 
are seeking dialogue with gays and 
lesbians. Even if it was fear of the 
impending Judgement Day that scared 
them into finally seeking the truth, I'll 
take what I can get. Sure, they still want 
us to stop what we’re doing; they still say 
“Hate the sin, not the sinner’, but it’s a 
start. It’s a far cry from the insulting 
pulpit-smashing messages of hate that I— 
we—were subjected to, sitting in our 
living rooms in the mid-seventies. 
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by John Coulbourn 

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, 
but words can never hurt me...” 

I first heard that bit of doggerel from my 
mother’s lips and, even then—as a tear- 
stained, no doubt, snotty child—I suspected 
that dear old mom was stretching the truth 
somewhat. 

And after almost twenty years of 
pounding various keyboards for various 
employers, I’m certain of it. 

Not that one has to be a writer to figure 
out that words are powerful things. Anyone 
who has ever heard the word ‘fag’ hurled out 
the window of a passing car or found peace 
in the phrase ‘I love you, too,’ knows how 
deeply words can cut into the heart and how 
quickly they can heal it. 

Still, as someone who works with words 
daily, I’ve become a little obsessed by them 
and the way people use them. 

Herewith, a few thoughts on a few 
words as we head into another century. 


Have you ever wondered why so many 
people can’t quite grasp the full meaning of 
the word ‘equality-—or the fact that many 
people want it for themselves and yet are 
prepared to deny it to others. The latest 
example, at least in these parts, is a hue and 
cry raised by Toronto’s Muslim community 
or, more precisely, a part of Toronto’s 
Muslim community, upset at a new anti- 
homophobia program planned for Toronto’s 
school system. 

Now, we’ve all heard legitimate protests 
from portions of this same community about 
how their broader community is portrayed in 
the Western media. Not all Muslims are 
even fundamentalists, and they certainly 
aren’t all terrorist-inclined, gun-toting 
reactionaries intent on keeping women in 
veils and society anchored in the 16th 
century. That’s how they are portrayed, 
nonetheless, in most newscasts and in the 
vehicles of popular culture, be it movies, 
television or even literature. 

In the interests of equality, they’ve 


What is normal? 


demanded—and often received—the right to 
influence such portrayals and mitigate that 
negative stereotype. 

Considering all of that, one would think 
they’d embrace the proposal currently in 
front of the Toronto school board, which is 
designed to “ensure no students have to be 
put down [Note: I don’t think this phrase is 
used in the way one would when talking 
about sick livestock] based on race, sex, 
economic class or sexual orientation,” 
according to board chairman Gail Nyberg. 

But no. Instead, the Toronto District 
Muslim Education Assembly is determined 
to block it all because they aren’t prepared to 
tolerate the teaching of tolerance when it 
comes to the gay community. 

“What [gays and lesbians] do is not 
normal,” says Idrahin El-Sayad, president of 
the group. 

What Mr. El-Sayad fails to grasp is that 
‘normal’ and ‘equal’ have nothing to do with 
each other in this context. 

‘Normal’ is merely a word which 
reflects the largest part of a bell curve; in 
fact, the norm. 

Wayne Gretzky was not a ‘normal’ 
hockey player nor was Albert Einstein’s a 
‘normal’ mind. Is that sufficient reason to 
deny them an equal right to live a dignified 
life in civilized society, sir? 

Equality, on the other hand, is an 
absolute—at least in a perfect world. Anda 
society that promotes equality but tolerates 
the exclusion of otherwise law-abiding 
portions of that society is not promoting 
equality at all. 

El-Sayad’s and his group’s disapproval 
of our lifestyle may be (and, no doubt, is) 
based on religious beliefs, and while those 
beliefs are not ‘normal’ in Canadian 
society—where the ‘norm’ still reflects a 
Judeo-Christian sensibility which, in some 
cases is every bit as narrow—those beliefs 
are to be respected. Freedom of religion is 
one part of the equality Canada affords 
everyone. 

It’s a freedom that gives him every right 
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to practice his religion but, happily, no right 
whatsoever to inflict it. The same freedom 
we have on a sexual level: a right to sexual 
expression but no right whatsoever to 
impose the practice of that expression on 
anyone else. 

In the end, one is forced to realize that 
on an historic continuum, the idea of a mullti- 
cultural, multi-religious, multi-faceted 
society of equals—a society like ours—is 
certainly not ‘normal’ either. Not in a world 
which still echoes of crusades, jihads, 
pogroms, inquisitions and ethnic cleansings. 
But Canada has chosen as a society to try to 
rise above those roots and, in this endeavour, 
Mr. El-Sayad, if you’re not part of the 
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solution, you’re part of the problem. Put 
plainly: El-Sayad’s rights to religious 
freedom extend only so far as my bedroom 
door—and neither of us has the right to 
promote intolerance. 

That’s not normal. 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he 
covers performing arts for the Toronto Sun. 


MILLENNIUM PROMO 


Bring in this ad for a 2 for 1 offer 


1 0 


OL of DANCE 
O Avenue S.-W. Calgary 


The Travel Protection Plan” 


Canada 


Protect yourself and your family 


whenever you're away from home 
The Travel Protection Plan Canada will provide 
and pay for all arrangements for remains 
preparation and transportation to the funeral 
home, if death occurs more than 100 kilometres 
from your legal residence. 


Funeral Service Consultant 
Carmen has over 20 years experience and will 
gently guide you through the steps, explaining 
the benefits, and answering any questions that 
you or your family may have. 

To arrange a personal visit to discuss the 
benefits of planning in advance , feel free to 
call Carmen at (780) 440-2999 or FAX (780) 
440-4925 

HAINSTOCK FUNERAL 

HOME & CREMATORIUM 

9810 - 34 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta T6E 6L1 


Yes, | want more information so that | can plan ahead and | 
will receive my Personal Protection Guide FREE. 


Name: 
Address: 


City: 


Telephone: ( 


CNC relaunches 


After a twenty-month hiatus, the 
Calgary Networking Club is gearing up 
once again to help connect 
businesspeople in Calgary’s gay and 
lesbian community. Originally started 
eleven years ago as “Calgary Networking 
Discreetly”, the CNC has grown to 
become an organization that allows 
entrepreneurs, business owners and any 
interested individuals the opportunity to 
forge the bonds that strengthen gay 
businesses in the city. 

“This is wonderful way for people to 


_ benefit, so 
continue to provide outreach and 
support to Edmonton’s community with 
monies generated by this worthwhile | 
event. Those wishing to in contribute | 
their ideas, time and expertise to The 
Curtain Rises... and Edmonton’s 
original community centre are asked to | 
contact the GLCCE directly by fax | 
“Emerald City drag” and filled the (780-482-2855), or by _ e-mail 
lobby of the Citadel’s Shocter Theatre (glcce@compusmart.ab.ca) or post | 
to drink, nosh and bid on silent auction’ (Box 1852, Edmonton, AB, T5J 2P2) 
items in support of the GLCCE. by January 31, 2000. Interested 
_ In anticipation of their second year, individuals are also encouraged to 
The Curtain Rises... organizers are submit their resumés for a new part- 
seeking community involvement to time position at the centre (99% 
build on the success of the first event. confirmed at press time, thanks to a 
Any and all suggestions for an equally provincial lottery grant). As well, the 
creative movie theme to characterize GLCCE is seeking a logo design for the 
the 2000 fundraiser are most welcome. centre (in the spirit of the Nike swoop, 
As well, volunteers are needed to the Microsoft flag, etc.) and welcomes 
ensure that all goes smoothly with the submissions from the community. 
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5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on February Ist. 
Subsequent meetings will take place at 
the same time on the first Tuesday of 


meet and connect,” says James Faulkner, every month, starting in March. Money- 
one of the individuals responsible for re- Pennies will remain the base venue for 
grouping the CNC. “Groups like this are ine cjyb. 


less intimidating than a bar environment 
and are particularly good for those who 
are just coming out.” 

The first meeting of the new group 
will be held upstairs at Money-Pennies 
Eatery and Bar (1742 10 Ave. S.W.) from 


Individuals and businesses wanting 
to get involved may do so by contacting 
Xtensions (777-9499) and entering box 
2460 for more information. Membership 
in the CNC is $5.00 and the group is open 
to anyone in the community. 


Stockings and the Christmas hampers. 
Special thanks to Roxanne for her fourth year of 
organizing the Beswick Stockings and Michele & Glen 
for the third year of organizing the hampers. 
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Interview of the millennium 


by Cindy Filipenko 

I had a dream that I met the Year 2000. 
He—for it was definitely a male being— 
looked like a slightly wiser version of the 
typical New Years Baby. Sure, there was the 
sash and the cherubic visage, but there was 
definitely something else, something a little 
more worldly. 

We sat down across from each other, 
sipped herbal tea and spoke of things both 
horrible and beautiful. 

Me: [somewhat formally] 
Welcome, Year 2000. 
Thank you for thinking 
highly enough of us 
and our planet to 
allow us to get to 
know you. Over the 
past sixty years or 
so there have been 
times when it 
seemed Earth would 
conk out long before 
the advent of the 2\st 
century. 

2000: Well, thank you, 

Earthling. I have to admit that the 
last 1000 years, never mind the past 100 years, 
have been rough. But it looks like we made it. 

Me: First of all, on behalf of all 
Earthlings, particularly those of the North 
American variety, I would like to apologize 
for Millennium Fever. People just wouldn’t 
accept that the millennium doesn’t happen 
until 2001. They just kept confusing the turn 
of the century with the turn of the millennium. 

2000: [Gestures the 


degree after your name on your business card. 

Anyway, now that we’re done with the 
formalities, I basically looked you up because 
I wanted to get a homo’s opinion on the last 
100 years. And when it comes to opinionated 
homos, your name’s one that always comes 
up. 

I know in the last 1000 the big deal for 
you people would be the Rennaissance. 
Without that crazy little Italian art-fest, you 

would hardly have any famous names 
to throw around. 

Me: Well Year—can | 
just call you Year? [Year 
2000 nods his consent]. 
This century really 

has been the one for 
gays and lesbians. 

From the Paris 

salons of Gertrude 

Stein and Alice B. 

Toklas to Tony 

Kushner’s Angels in 

America, queer themes 

and sensibilities have had a 

huge impact on 21st century 
culture. 

2000: That’s true, you guys are artistic, 
there’s no too ways about it. Now I can just 
hear the wails and moans about that being a 
stereotype. But as stereotypes go, I think it’s 
a pretty flattering one. [Year 2000 reaches 
behind his ear and pulls out a large Cuban 
cigar which he proceeds to light.] 

Me: Excuse me, but aren’t you a little 
young to be smoking? 


sentiment away] Forget 
about it. Look, don’t ruin 
anyone’s party, just buy 
the decorations when 
they’re ninety percent off 
and use them next year. If 


you want to apologize for 
something, apologize 
about how the word 
millennium has _ been 
misspelled. You got your 
conventional one “I” and 
one “n” spellings and 
then there’s the typical 
mistake of jamming an 
extra “i” after the second 
“!. Personally, I blame 
that one on the metric 
system. 
Millennium- 
schmillennium, that crap 
doesn’t bother me as 
much as being referred to 
as Y2K. What am I? 
Some sort of rap master? 
If Year 2000 is too much | 
of a mouthful, try 2000 
AD. It sounds classier, 
sort of like throwing your 
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2000: Yeah, lady, I may look like a kid, 
but remember I’m 1,920 years older than your 
Grandma. Besides this is a dream and this is 
a little chunk of Freudian symbolism for you 
to figure out later... [clears his throat]. 

As | was saying... I want to know about 
general homo highs and lows of the last 100 
years, that way I can guide the Fates for the 
next 100. I know you guys have had it rough 
for most of history—I mean every now and 
then you get an Ancient Greece—but 
basically existence has been pretty much of a 
grind for you people. 

Me: [thoughtfully] The lows? Well, 
number one would have to be AIDS. Number 
two would be the increase of hate crimes in 
the ‘90s. And on a less serious note, number 
three would be lesbian mothers who insist on 
taking their badly-behaved toddlers to adult- 
oriented restaurants for Sunday brunch. 

2000: [blows a smoke ring] That’s fair: 
two heartbreaking occurrences and one that’s 
radically annoying. What about the positive? 
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Me: I suppose the best thing that’s 
happened is the fact that the majority of gay 
and lesbian Canadians have provincial human 
rights legislation protecting them and those 
who don’t are free to move out of Alberta. 

Everything that’s really positive has to do 
with the fact that queers no longer have to live 
in denial. We don’t have to be closeted 
anymore. The last thirty years has been a 
huge self-esteem exercise for us. We now 
have the guts to demand what we deserve. 

2000: [smiling] How would you like full 
equality sometime in the next century? 
[Holds up his hand to prevent me from 
responding.] Now, I’m not saying it’s going 
to be easy; frankly, some of the Fates tend to 
be a little homophobic. And I’m not saying 
it’s going to be right away. But I think I can 
work something out. After I spend this year 
representing 2000, I kind of get to be the 
honourary chair for the century, guiding the 
progress... it’s a perk. 

I woke up with a start, my cat standing on 
my chest howling for breakfast. I turned over 
and noticed a smudge on my pillow. It was a 
chunk of cigar ash. Maybe we werent going 
to go to hell in a handbasket. I got up feeling 
decidedly optimistic. 


Programming the future 


by David Crosson 

At their most pompous, television 
critics have referred to the medium as “a 
mirror of our times” and the “soul of 
modern pop-culture.” Since the fifties, the 
idiot box has truly been a reflection of 
society—good and bad—with many 
important events and social developments 
broadcast worldwide. We suspect the 2000 
network lineup will be no different, with 
many new additions and shocking surprises 
on their way to delight and amuse. Here are 
a few predictions for the coming year. 

¢ Ally McBeal’s Calista Flockhart will 
play the late Karen Carpenter in a movie of 
the week entitled Thanks, That Was 
Delicious, then blow away in a light breeze 
like wheat chaff, never to be seen again. 
Producers will then search high and low for 
a fresh, boney new face (preferably 
someone with -25% body fat) to take on the 
title role in another film: Flockhart: Live 
And Let Diet. 


¢ Network television will erupt in a 
controversy similar to ‘the Roseanne kiss’ 
when pleas for Will & Grace’s male 
characters to have sex lives are answered. 
For the season finale, Eric McCormack and 
Sean Hayes will be seen on a double date, 
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being buggered by co-stars Debra Messing 
and Megan Mullaly wearing strap-ons. 
NBC will defend the episode, saying that 
the sex was “consensual and essentially 
heterosexual in nature.” Even Falwell will 
have to agree. The whole incident will be 
forgotten in a matter of weeks. 

¢ Spurred on by the extraordinary 
impact of Regis Philbin’s new game show 
success, Kathie Lee Gifford will introduce a 
new program featuring high-risk gambling 
and tests of obscure knowledge. Who 
Wants To Touch My Monkey? will exceed 
the successes of Philbin’s show based on 


the fact that many still slow down at the 
sites of major traffic accidents and sniff 
milk when they know it has gone off. 

* Tragedy will strike “Must See TV” 
primetime lineup when the rest of the 
Suddenly Susan cast come to the realization 
that they are in a sitcom with Brooke 
Shields. All will commit suicide by 
drinking cyanide-laced San Pellegrino with 
a twist of lime. 

* In the early spring, male hairdressers 
will take to the streets in protest over that 
curly grey thing on the side of Della Reese’s 
head. Weeks later, fans will be shocked 
when the Touched By An Angel star is 
gunned down by some looney trying to get 
Matt Damon’s attention. (The looney will 
later rationalize that “Jodie Foster’s had 
enough, what with the kid and everything.”) 

¢ Producers of the alien teen drama 
Roswell will make a bold move during 
‘sweeps’ week and acknowledge the 
devoted gay following the series has earned 
in the months since its debut. In an effort to 
bring greater realism to the show, lead 
cosmic humpsters Max and Michael will be 
incorporated in a subplot that has the two 
abducting members of the Roswell High 
football team and performing anal probes 
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on them. Over a short period, other cast 
members and plotlines will be phased out in 
favour of this new story, with the show’s 
title being changed from Roswell to 
Rosebud. 

A host of imitators will follow (in the 
spirit of Seinfeld or Friends clones) and 
buggery will eclipse shooting rampages as 
the primary form of ‘acting out’ in U.S. 
high schools. 


SY, 
SCAT] NewS Used Books 
EXE AS New Age Books 


“GSS 


Metaphysical Books 
Crystals 
Tarot Cards 


Goul Food — 


BOOKS GEG. 


#3, 213 - 19 St. N.W. 
270-0410 


Western Canada’s Lesbian, Gay, 
Bi-Sexual and Transgender 
Bookstore 


When visiting Vancouver do make 

a point of dropping in to the store 
and pick up your free map of the 
city listing all the gay & lesbian 

hotspots, places to shop and meet 
special people. We also have a 

reliable, well established mail 
order service with an 800 number 
or visit the store on the Net. 


Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium 
1238 Davie Street, 
Vancouver, B.C., V6E IN4 
(604) 669-1753 


Phone Orders 1-800-567-1662 
OUR STORE ON THE NET 


www.lsisters.com 
OUTLEQKS Janay 00 13 


The Expo legacy 


by Pat Johnson 

There was nothing particularly gay 
about Expo ‘86, the world’s fair to which 
British Columbia “invited the world” thirteen 
years ago. 

For the most part, it was gaudy and 
kitschy, like a Disneyland that’s ready to pack 
up and leave after its eight-month stint. 

Oh sure, Expo was ‘gay’ in the 19th 
century meaning of the term: it was very 
merry. And certainly it was a hit with gay 
men and lesbians from Vancouver and abroad. 

There were hot guys from all over the 
world arriving daily in our city and that, for 
whatever else the world’s fair wrought, was 
reason enough to party. 

Some of the “attractions,” however, were 
merely fodder for gays to sharpen their claws. 
The pavilion of the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States, for example, was basically a 
room with a few travel pictures on the wall. 

The Cuba pavilion had a few cigars and 
that was about it. 

The Soviet pavilion, which opened about 
the same time the Chernoby! nuclear reactor 
had a melt down, chose unfortuitously, to 
highlight the modern advances of Kiev, the 
city that had the misfortune of being just down 
the road from the ill-fated plant. 

Expo, the Social Credit government 
promised, would showcase the city and 
initiate a renaissance previously unknown in 
the city. 

Certainly, Vancouver has changed 
markedly in the past decade, with a massive 
influx of people, a huge rise in film production 
and a not-entirely-quantifiable improvement 
in world perception of what was once known 
as Saskatoon-by-the-sea. 

But many of those people who came to 
Vancouver in the past decade were influenced 
more by the impending handover of Hong 
Kong to China than they were by the dappled 
afternoons on English Bay or any residual 
affection for the Expo experience. Tourism, 
probably, benefited the most from Expo, with 
repeat visitors and word of mouth accounting 
for additional tourists, to say nothing of the 
new cruise ship facilities that were completed 
in conjunction with the fair. 

Attentive readers might be wondering 
about now where all of this is headed. 


“How gay is this?” one may well ask. 

Well, one unintended consequence of 
Expo ‘86 has had a very dramatic effect on the 
city’s gay community. 

When the government decided to hold a 
world exposition, they set about to transform 
a sprawling urban industrial waterfront into a 
theme park-type string of attractions. Topsoil 
was hauled in to cover up the residual 
unpleasantries that tend to accumulate over 
decades of industrial use and they gussied up 
what had been a no-man’s-land stretching 
along what is now some of the country’s most 
desirable residential real estate. 

And therein lies the rub. Say what we 
will about the Socreds (homophobic, simple- 
minded hayseeds, for example), they certainly 
turned around the Vancouver skyline. 

Vancouver’s downtown peninsula had a 
seamy underbelly of dirty under-utilized 
industrial land for which self-respecting 
homosexuals had no use or even frame of 
reference. It wasn’t pretty. 

It's pretty now. There are gleaming 
towers of residential splendour supported by 
elaborate top-of-the line shops, including a 
grocery store whose claim to fame is flying in 
$100 loaves of bread nightly from Paris. 
(“$100 a loaf for day-old bread,” said one 
colleague.) And the fags are moving in, lock, 
stock and Roche Bobois. 

You see, what the Socreds hadnt 
considered was that the Expo site was just a 
hop, skip and a mince from the West End, 
Vancouver’s gay “ghetto”. A few American 
tourists made the connection halfway through 
their first beer at the Gandydancer, but that’s 
another story. When it came time to sell off 
the land to a Hong Kong developer so he 
could sell back to us fabulous apartments at 
fabulous prices, who would be the ideal 
market but those who were looking to move 
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on up from their cramped 1950s*walkups or 
1970s high-rises (affectionately dubbed such 
colourful names as Stack of Fags and Vaseline 
Tower by their inhabitants)? 

Of course, not everyone considers the 
erection of endless high-rise towers to be a 
positive development. Plenty of lesbians (and 
gay male vegetarians) prefer the single-family 
life in the Commercial Drive area of East 
Vancouver, where the cavernous 1940s 
houses of large Italian families have given 
way to main floor suites with up and down 
sublets. 

For the high-density fags who prefer 
downtown life and all it has to offer, though, 
the new developments in the area the city 
planners call Downtown South (“Where’s 
that?” “The old Expo lands.” “Oh, yeah.”) 
are so ‘this week.’ Although life in the West 
End and Downtown South can be pretty 
cheek-by-jowl (and not everyone is 
complaining about that, either), Vancouver is 
nothing if not vigilant about human amenities 
in urban planning. The whole development is 
highlighted by an impressive new park and 


ribboned by one of the true gems of the city, 
an extension of the Stanley Park seawall that 
runs uninterrupted from one end of the 
development to the other, ensuring that the 
public always has access to the waterfront. 

It is not perfect, of course—no place is. 
But it’s nice. 

There are display centres operating all 
hours to lure new buyers for planned further 
developments, but the building frenzy has 
slowed down a bit. You see, the economy in 
B.C. is in a bit of a tailspin and even the finest 
geography and almost complete absence of 
snow cannot compensate for a job. Especially 
in a place where the condos run easily to half- 
a-million dollars. Barristas would probably 
have to double-up to afford one. 
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Homo-cidal Hollywood thriller 


by Benjamin Peters . 

Matt Damon told The Advocate recently 
that Brad Pitt “is incredible to look at. 
Period. If I were gay, he would be one of the 
posters on my wall.” 

Stop the presses. 
coming out? 

Is there actually some truth to the 
rumors that he and Ben Affleck are lovers? 

Is the web site dedicated to their gay 
relationship for real and not just wishful 
thinking after all? 

Wait, let’s take a look at some more of 
that interview: “There would be nothing 
wrong if Ben and I were a couple—except 
that we’re not.” 

Then why is Matt even toying with 
Advocate readers? The answer is simple: 
Hollywood’s golden boy is currently starring 
in The Talented Mr. Ripley, an erotic thriller. 

It’s the story of Tom Ripley, a shy, 
closeted gay man who becomes obsessed 
with the sexy, womanizing playboy Dickie 
Greenleaf. 

How obsessed? Well, if Tom Ripley 
can’t have Dickie as his lover, then he’ll just 
have to settle on becoming him. That, of 
course, means dispensing of Dickie and 
everyone who stumbles onto the truth. 

Damon insists he had no qualms about 
playing a homosexual psychopath. Think: a 
1950s Andrew Cunanan, a man so 
uncomfortable in his own skin that he only 
feels comfortable being someone else. 

“T never considered playing Tom Ripley 
a brave career move. I’m not some macho 
male star who has to worry about his sex- 
symbol status,” Damon stresses. 


Is Matt Damon 


Ripley is an incredible role written and 


directed by Anthony Minghella who chose — 


this as his first movie after The English 
Patient. 

“T would have been a fool to have turned 
it down because Ripley is a gay character,” 


- Damon says. 


Ripley was also filmed in 1961, with 
French hunk Alain Delon playing the sinister 
psychopath. 

“That was such a mistake,” says director 
Minghella. “Alain Delon was an incredibly 
sexy man. There is no way he’d want to be 
someone else. It’s obvious from that first 
scene with him sunbathing on the boat that 
he has it all already.” 

Minghella felt that even Damon was a 
bit too charismatic to be the character, so he 
asked the actor to shed thirty pounds, wear 
unflattering clothes and big, thick glasses. 

The object of Ripley’s obsession is 
played by British hunk Jude Law, who 
Damon concedes is “one handsome devil.” 
He recalls how “the make-up people used to 
cover Jude in bronze make-up every day 
while they were painting me white in the 
next chair. Talk about getting an inferiority 
complex.” 

In one scene, Ripley and Dickie 
Greenleaf are playing chess, while Dickie is 
soaking in a tub of hot water. Ripley says 
how cold he’s feeling and suggests perhaps 
he could get into the tub with his friend. It’s 
the first time he tries to express his lust for 
Dickie. 

Dickie says “You want the tub, you can 
have it,” and gets out. 

While he stands naked in the bathroom, 
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Dickie glances back to see if Ripley is 
checking him out. It’s a very telling scene, 
and one that Minghella plays for absolute 
honesty. 

It’s honesty that has compelled Law to 
do major nude scenes in three of his films 
including Wilde, and a most daring nude 
scene on the New York stage. 

“Tf nudity is essential to the story I have 
no qualms about dropping my clothes,” Law 
says. “I just don’t want to do those silly 
love-making scenes in which actors _ roll 
around trying to hide their privates.” 

In the Purple Noon (1961) adaptation of 
Mr. Ripley, not only is the sexuality of the 
character blurred, but the ending is changed 
to have Ripley pay for his crimes. Not so 
with Minghella’s version. 

“Tt’s the ending that Patricia Highsmith 
wanted and there was only one ending ever 
filmed. Those rumors about an alternate 
ending are completely fabricated,” 
Minghella says. “Why would I be true to the 
sexual themes and then tack on a convenient 
ending? It wouldn’t make sense.” 

Sydney Pollock, who produced The 
Talented Mr. Ripley, admits that until 
Minghella came on board the project, 
Paramount Studios wanted the 
downplay Ripley’s homosexuality. 

“Essentially, they asked if the story 
could be told if Ripley was heterosexual or 
bisexual,” Pollock says. 
worried about casting a star [if they couldn't] 
sell him as a sex symbol, as they did in the 


film to 


“They: were very 


French movie. Paramount wanted it to be a 
thriller without a sexual subplot.” 

Minghella was originally hired to write 
the screenplay. 

Pollock recalls that the first draught he 


sent to Highsmith thrilled the author. She 
unfortunately died before she learned that 
Minghella was also going to direct the film. 

Highsmith, who was a lesbian, never 
got proper recognition for her powerful style 
and daring subject matter. Her first novel, 
Strangers on a Train, was a huge hit for 
Alfred Hitchcock—but she only received a 
paltry $8,000 for the screen rights. 

The Talented Mr: Ripley was such a 
huge success that Highsmith brought the 
character back for four more novels. 

Though she wrote more than twenty 
novels, Highsmith always maintained he was 
her favorite character. She refused to accept 
that Ripley was insane or even a psychopath. 

“He is a rather civilized person who 
kills when he absolutely has to,” she insisted. 

It was only in 199 
that she was a lesbian, that Highsmith 
adinitted she had penned The Price of Salt, 
esbian novels of the 


, when it was clear 


one of the most famous 
1950s. She had published it under the name 
Claire Morgan. 

The talented Ms. Highsmith created The 
Talented Mr. Ripley, and it took the talented 
Mr. Minghella and the talented Mr. Damon 
to bring it to the screen in all its perverse, 


subversive glory. 
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The foundation will be 
headed by a board of 
directors who will 
volunteer their time to 
oversee the organization. 
Trustees representing all 


the provinces will 
volunteer their time to 
oversee the grant 


applications and make 
recommendations to the 
board for funding 
allocations. 

Shown here are the 
founding directors. 


Gary Courtney, legal counsel 
partner, Courtney Sebree 
Barristers 


Roy Heale, iector 
publisher, Outlooks 
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Bill Brooks, co-chairperson 
columnist, the Calgary Sun, 
associate editor, Outlooks 


Jason FETS eireaior 
manager, Rainbow Pride 
Resource Centre 


Leander (Chris) Slaney, 

grant application co-ordinator 

and director 
consultant 


Lorrie Murphy, co-chairperson 
proprietor, Money-Pennies Bar & 
Grill 


David Crosson, director 
editor, Outlooks 


Diane McMahon, director 


of the foundation 


How To Receive A Grant 
Application Form 
by mail: Box 439, Suite 100 
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David Freeman, director 
president, D.E. Freeman & 
Associates 


Michael Wright, director 
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by Charlene Lichtenstein 

T’ve been handed the daunting task of predicting events for 
2000—the next millennium. Sticklers say that the millennium 
begins in 2001, but any excuse to poke around a year early will do. 
Gay2K? Hey, Y-not? 

Impressive planetary events abound: in February, a solar 
eclipse will deliver surprises! In May, Jupiter and Satum will 
multiply our life lessons. At the same time, seven planets will line 
up in bullish Taurus. Stubbom! No matter what sign you are, 
expect a boost from these cosmic events. So keep your assets 
liquid, stock up on tunafish and read ahead to see how the planets 
are going to corrupt your hard drive this next year. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Love: The emphasis is on balancing friendships with 
personal needs this ye: cust will disappoint you 
during the eclipse. 
summer? Okay—it 

Money: Gay Ra 
planets line up in Taurus and te’ elf-indulgence. This planetary 
conga line will eventually bode Well for professional plans because 
the fixed energy stops at nothing once it’s on track. Choose 
wisely... 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Love: Between the eclipse and the summer’s 
Taurean line-up, queer Bu imple opportunity to graze 
at assorted ‘meet’ marke your stuff. Wear clean 
underwear—or none at al 

Money: Interestinglyy)more em} 
than love this year. Doug ate during the eclipse but 
magically reappear in the Once you regain your fiscal 
common sense. Splurge? Fergitaboutit! 


asis is placed on money 


GEMINI ( 

Love: The eclipse wi 

to the galaxy. Closeted 

_ liberation is liberating! Imai 
those bullish planets. Haul 
Money: You'll be an 
spend on expensive trinkets 
live once. There are thos eed your help and those 
who will be lazy sponges. Squeeze ‘em to find out which is which. 


JAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

oadcast your most intimate secrets 
put and good thing, too: 
boat this summer with all 
you old salt. 


M 
Ib 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Love: Friends will lead you into mischief, especially during 
the eclipse. Will you lo loser? Pink Crabs are 
advised to dance with through the summer. 
Romance will be highlighted and 


easily early in the year 
sob sister. There are 
worse things in life, bu ny day. Ora fabulous 


Taurean summer blow-out. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Love: 2000 is a pivotal growth year. Partnership issues will 
come to the fore with the ec} ingle cubs will be swept off 
their paws. Summer ro found on the job. Who 
woulda thought? 

Money: You'll 
make it pay off. Profes 
firm foundations before 
Which heap? 


to the limelight in 2000 so 
ion is assured in May, but set 
are top of the heap. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Love: Torrid romance is there for the asking. Common sense 
will conflict with intwaté iagetheeelipse so look before you 
leap. Travel this su quarry. The most 
interesting people will be eresting places. 

Money: Queer Vi nall fortune if they 
adhere to a strict investn se will bring a shake- 
up on the job. You'll gé ing during the Taurus 
pile-up this summer. Remember, hard Work pays off, laziness 
cashes you out. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Love: Romance will be a mixed bag, especially during 
the eclipse when pink r their hearts on their 
sleeves. Be discernin mmer will be a hotbed 
of sexual activity—j urself to the bed. 

Money: C big rewards, 
intrinsically and ir gay muse lead 
you during the 


bottom line this summer, but planets will tempt you to reach 


into other people’s pockets. Hmmm. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

Love: Gay Scorps have their share of emotional tension 
throughout 2000 as i inleashes unresolved home 
and family issues. 1 have to do. All will be 
forgiven by the summ 

Money: Plannin 
eclipse. By the sumr 
lead to increased expenses fo 
much does domestic bliss cost? 


ait until after the 
trail in Taurus will 
eathered nests. How 
n't ask! 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Love: Blurting out your intentions will not have the 
intended effect during the eclips thy gay Archers will 
be hoisted on their own petards. y clean? Meet your 
match this summer at the ou lucky thing! 

Money: If you wor d this year, it will pay off 
handsomely. The sum of Taurean planets will turn 
up the juice on the j Avoid nasty comments as events 
unfold; a slip of the tongue will slip you up—at work. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 
Love: What you value in life will be due for 
reassessment during the eclipse. It’s a new millennium, so 
look at life from a different angle: a new “rainbow you” will 


CRUMBS! < vou cor ceumes 
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STEVE AND ZI HAD A HUGE FIGHT 
OVER HOW WE SHOULD SPEND NEW 
YEAR'S EVE. L GoT US TICKETS To 
BARBRA STREISAND/S MILLENNIUM 
CONCERT-- AND HE HATES BARBRA. 
HE WANTS TO GD SKIING IN ASPEN... 


you DON‘T GET iT-- IT'S NOT 
JUST ABOUT NEW YEAR'S... 
I’M STARTING TO THINK STEeve 
AND I MAY BE FUNDAMENTALLY 
INCOMPATIBLE. 


UNPERSTAND 
How SERious 
THis 1s 7! 


ZI Just SPENT ALL MORNING 
CLEANING THIS APARTMENT-- 
AND I CON'T NEEP You DIRTY- 
iNG THE PLACE UP AGAIN !! 


JEWS DON'T SKi. WE HATE 
WE RUN “THROUGH 
SNOW FROM COSSACKS AND 
NAZis -- WE DON’T FROUC 
iN iT. DIDTA EVER SEE 
GOLDA MEIR ON skis?! 


SNOW. 


HE SAID HE DESPISES BARBRA ... HOW, 
CAN ZL CONSIDER SPENDING MY LIFE 


H OR OS COPE 


attract multitudes. Summer fun@$ 
Go for it! 

Money: Gay Gea 5 
will loosen your wad. Th 
out your treasure discerf 
this summer, so promise'f 
you. 


he ted, intense and wild. 


Atwads, but the eclipse 
Be a bit of waste, so dole 
A has its profitable side 
fatty, you party animal 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Love: The eclipse in your own sign will either resolve 
festering issues or cg sé Aqueerians will 
transform themselv new look. Good 
thing: sexy new lo th to your door this 
summer. Is your w 

Money: Put yo 


r mouth is. Gay2K 
is a time of action a . Make your mark in 
the summer when a line of*practical planets will help you 
build for the future. Build a pink palace. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Love: Protect your heart during the eclipse. Rainbow 
Fish will be swept off their feet by someone who 
disappoints. Save you s$e8 for the summer, when 
planets stroll through sei Ask and you shall 


receive. No names ples 


but don’t. 
during the eclipse. W: Your gains this summer 
when seven planets bunny hop through practical Taurus. 
Can money buy love? Let’s try... 


(c) 2000 LICHTENSTEIN, All Rights Reserved. For 
Entertainment Purposes Only. Check out my website 
www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer for free online 
astrological greeting cards, articles and horoscopes. 


MAN, WHATS WITH You 

LATELY? you'vE BEEN 

SENDING OUT NOTHING 
BUT NEGATIVE ENERGY 
FOR WEEKS NOW... 


= SIGHS ... iT 
HAS NOTHING 


ANO THAT'S WHAT You’RE 
FIGHTIN’ Agout 7 HEY, T’LL 
BE VOLUNTEERING AT A 

HOMELESS SHELTER 
ON NEW YEAR’s EVE. 
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THAT WAS MY SISTER ON 
H’ PHONE... SHE Jus’ TOLD 
ME THAT MY FATHER -- 


iS DYING... 
AN‘ HE 
WANTS TO 
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= THE GREATEST FEMALE VOCALISTS OF OUR 


by David Crosson 

As the calendar rolls over to “double 
zero,” it’s still hard to accept that there are 
still so many misconceptions held about 
gay men in the general population. Some 
of them are negative: we’re slutty, petty 
and enjoy diddling children. Some of them 


continues into 2000, 
January 9th: Fin 
_ commonly asked L 
omen meet other | 


are positive: we have more money, 
impeccable taste and larger-than-average 
penises (so says David Suzuki—keep up 
the good work, Doc). And some are just 
really a matter of circumstance and 
perception, such as the notion that all red- 
blooded fags love a diva. 

It is this thinking that has resulted in 
the compilation CD Ultimate Divas, an 
album that seems to have been targetted 
toward bored housewives and—for better 
or worse—male homosexuals. In this 
instance, I vote for ‘better’. 

I’m not sure what the qualifying 
criteria were for this disc, but it seems that 
a respectable number of supernova 
songbirds, past and present, made the cut. 
Ella Fitzgerald, Annie Lennox, Dionne 
Warwick, Dinah Washington—they’re all 
here, in a collection of songs potent enough 
to get a lumberjack vamping and lip- 
synching at a kitchen party. 


in. 
the brainstorming 


peer support 


information . 


Diana Ross’ “I-woke-up-in-the-wet- 
spot” anthem Touch Me In The Morning is 
a highlight, as is Gladys Knight’s Midnight 
Train To Georgia. Whitney Houston 
weighs in with I Have Nothing, which 
could have also easily been I Will Always 
Love You—both feature that breathy 
trembling ‘you-0000’ on which she has 
based a career, as well as the soaring, pull- 
no-vocal-punches belt-out we’ve all come 
to expect. It’s guilty pleasure at its best. 

Disappointingly, Aretha Franklin 
serves up a rendition of Nessun Dorma that 
is both painful and perplexing. Don’t get 
me wrong: I love Aretha and would donate 
both my kidneys to her (even if it were just 
for cooking), but this song is awful. That 
powerful voice of hers is nothing short of 
miraculous on such classics as Think and 
Respect (I know, too upbeat for a “diva” 
song, but what about Natural Woman?) but 
in this context it is just strained and more 


than a tad precious. The applause at the 
end was likely a gesture of appreciation for 
getting it over with in less than four 
minutes. 

Perhaps the most puzzling thing on 
this great album is the rather insulting 
inclusion of Mary J. Blige, whose drunken- 
sounding rambling on Not Gon’ Cry is 
broken up by what sounds like an audition 
tape for back-up vocalists. Who did she 
have to screw to make the cut? They might 
as well have put Britney Spears on the 
roster. Eartha Kitt thankfully hasn’t yet got 
a grave to spin in, but the revelation that 
Blige made the cut before her might well 
put her in one. 

Despite the blunders with Blige and 
Franklin, Ultimate Divas is a hot little disc, 
one worthy of inclusion in the most die- 
hard fan’s collection or the perfect “coming 
out” gift for fresh new fags. Hurry up and 
snap it up before the lumberjacks do. 
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IN BUSINESS 


by Norm Sacuta 

These days, creating an Internet 
business is hardly news; everything from 
shopping to sex to groceries are being 
marketed on the Web, and it seems that most 
every new public offering on stock 
exchanges relates in some way to e- 
commerce. 

What makes news is when a David 
decides to enter one of the most established 
Internet markets to challenge the Goliaths of 
the industry. That’s been happening in 
Calgary, with the establishment and 
expansion of Calgary On Line (COL), now 
the third largest internet service provider 
(ISP) in the city. 

ISPs are the bread and butter of e- 
commerce itself, since they are the very 
companies that provide access to the Web. 
As such, they are also the most competitive 
of all Internet industries, with such 
heavyweights as America On-Line and Shaw 
Cable fighting for a market share. 

COL, not to mention the newly added 
Edmonton On-Line and Vancouver On-Line, 
are part of a larger company that has been 
linking many of the smaller, local ISPs into a 
common network that will allow travellers 


QUEERWORD 


ACROSS 
Mr. Garfunkel, 
Mr. Linkletter, 
or a cultural 
category 

. Not a flute, but a 
champagne 
Mr. El-Sayad of 
the TDMEA 
(first name) 

. Not Making Sex 
but Making ___ 

1t. South Park 

homo-hero: Big 
Gay __ 

12, Online 
entrepreneur 
featured this 
month: Robert 


16. Aitemate 
spelling of 
‘woman’ 

17. AlDS-era film 
from 1986 

19. Backstreet, 98° 
and N’Synec are 
all considered 


21. Loved orange 
juice, hated 
fags 

22. Sammy Jr., 
Vaginal or 
Garfield creator 
Jim 

23. Vancouver's 


extravaganza 
25. Defrocked 
United 


6 BEBE AS 


Net profits 


access to their Internet accounts across the 
continent. The company also provides 
services for consumers in the areas of 
website design, consultations, seminars and 
domain access. 

The president of the newly formed COL 
Communications Inc. is Robert Maguire, a 
entrepreneurial Calgarian and gay man. 
COL started as a ‘mom-and-pop’ operation, 
running on a private server in someone’s 
house. As its business expanded in the mid- 
‘90s, the original owners saw the need for 
both capital and better equipment. Maguire 
and some fellow investors became involved 
when the banks would not. Maguire spoke 
with Outlooks about the success of COL, the 
Internet as a tool for gays and lesbians, and 
what the future holds for his company. 

Outlooks: What are the benefits of 
choosing a smaller ISP such as COL over a 
larger one? You’re going against some really 
big Internet providers with AOL. 

Maguire: Anybody can offer Internet 
service; that part of it is easy. The difficult 
part is being able to provide the actual service 
to the client. You call some of our 
competitors—and I won’t name them—but 
you call them at ten or eleven o’clock at night 


clues & words by Outlooks staff 
answers on Page 31 
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ps ore Lae ae 


Methodiat pastor: Jimmy ___ 
26. Number of people on a jury, eggs in 
a carton, or inches in a lie 
27. Gertrude's main squeeze: Alice B 
30. Outlooks Millennium Community 


31. Not The English Patient but The 
English ___ 

32. The Toronto District___ Education 
Assembly 

33. Day of reckoning or ruling of 
magistrate 
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DOWN 

1. Computer company, Eve's bane, or 
soft green 

2. Vitriolic gay e-zine: Holy ___ 

3. 1980 flick starring Al Pacino as a 
“leatherman” 

5. These boys all have “dates” (centre 
spread) 

7. Cinematically speaking, Michael 
Onthean was wild about this Harry 

8. Lowest-risk oral activity 

10. This artist was out of place on 
Ultimate Divas 

13, Sullivan's partner or showman Sky 
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14. This month's horoscope focuses on 
love and 

15. This ‘twelve’ was major for 2000 

18. This Jerry's not as funny as 
Seinfeld 

20, Country in which gay groups will 
benefit from the OMCF 

24. Child molesters are often known as 
sexual 

25, Our coverboy has a big ____ 

28. "Direction-wise” they're the 
crankiest Baptists 

29. Pom-star Ryan or Mr. Mulder 


because your email isn’t working or you 
can’t make a connection, and you’re going to 
get a tape-recording saying “Our office hours 
are between nine and five”, or “Our tech 
support is between nine and nine; please call 
back then.” When you go with a smaller ISP 
there’s a bit of individualized and 
personalized service. With us you get 
twenty-four-hour tech support, and it’s live 
tech support. The voice may be just a wee bit 
groggy when you call at four in the morning, 
but it’s going to be a voice. If we have to 
come down to the office to reset the servers, 
as a result of your phone call telling us that 
the mail isn’t working, then we do it. The 
other advantage is that when you call up and 
say, “Hi, it’s Bob Brown” generally, there’s 
someone here in the office who knows you, 
who’s dealt with you, and things are on a 
first-name basis. We know what your 
settings are, what your computer looks like, 
so it’s easier for us to provide your tech 
support. 

Outlooks: You recently expanded into 
Edmonton and Vancouver—do you think 
some of that personal touch might be lost in 
such an expansion? How are you handling 
that? 

Maguire: We’re handling it by having 


PIERRE 
AMELOTTE 
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physical offices there and, for the most part, 
you're going to be dealing with somebody in 
that city and he’s going to be responsible for 
your account. The tech support at night will 
be done down here in Calgary. But we still 
have enough information from set-up data 
that we receive that we’ ll still be dealing with 
things in a friendly and efficent manner. 
We’re not going to be asking what your 
logon name is, and we’re going to be keeping 
track of what problems you’ve encountered 
in the past so that there’s a record. 

Outlooks: How many subscribers do 
you have in Calgary at the moment? 

Maguire: We’re up to just over a 
thousand. 

Outlooks: What about COL would 
attract a gay or lesbian client over any other 
Internet provider? Is there anything specific? 

Maguire: One of the things is that we’re 
gay friendly. We’ve got a number of clients 
that are gay, and I would not allow any of my 
staff to do or say anything, or to act in a 
manner that would indicate a prejudice 
towards any minority. To me that would be 
grounds for immediate termination. And, 
because I’m gay, the staff here are gradually 


continued on page 25 
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learning to deal with our clientele and 
recognize that people are going to call up 
with unusual requests about websites and 
postings that might not have been 
encountered six months ago. 

Outlooks: Computer companies, such 
as Apple and Microsoft, were some of the 
first to introduce same sex benefits, and the 
IT industry in general has been very gay 
friendly. What’s your own experience been 
as a gay man? 

Maguire: It’s been easy for me. 
Anyone who’s in this business recognizes 
that this is the only industry that is world- 
wide, cross-border, and actually has no 
borders or boundaries. Our tolerance level 
for unusual individuals or unique 
requirements is far greater than it is for 
smaller companies or “normal” companies— 
if you want to call it that. There’s also a big 
thing about censorship and discrimination on 
the net. You’ll find that people who have 
been on the Internet for a number of years are 
far more tolerant towards minorities. We 
police ourselves and act in a proper manner. 
I don’t care what’s on a person’s website as 
long as it’s legal. It’s not my decision, and 
it’s not my job to be judgmental about 
whether I agree with what’s on your Web 
site. And I think that’s the big difference. In 
a lot of industries is depends on whether or 
not the boss agrees with you as to whether or 
not this or that is going to go into the staff 
newspaper. 


cards & gifts 
5714 - 111 Street, Edmonton 
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Outlooks: What’s in the future for 
COL? Some of the ISPs are actually moving 
into shopping and e-commerce. Are you 
planning to do the same? 

Maguire: We had a management 
meeting on the weekend and it was decided 
that Calgary On Line was going to become 
COL Communications. We’re not just going 
to be an Internet provider, we’re going into 
the marketplace with cell phones and 
anything that relates to communication. 
We’re going to try and provide one-stop 
shopping for the customer. Our expansion is 
two-pronged—first of all, it’s in the services 
we already provide, which is now more than 
just Internet. Secondly we’re expanding in 
the areas that we provide service. We will 
have offices across Canada. We have already 
made an agreement down in the States to 
acquire a number of ISPs down there. As of 
December Ist we will have access to 350 
cities across Canada and the States. And this 
will be at no additional cost to our users. If 
you’re up in Edmonton, and you have an 
account with us, you can be down in Calgary 
for the weekend, and you'll be able to dial 
here in Calgary and access your account the 
same as you would in Edmonton. 

Outlooks: A final question: On a wider 
level, what do you think is happening with 
the Internet? Do you think any forthcoming 
changes are going to have an impact on the 
gay and lesbian communities? 

Maguire: Oh, I think the impact is 
already there. If you go onto the IRC, the 
Internet relay chat, you’ve got gay people 


from around the world meeting and 
exchanging views. In some instances these 
guys all get together—there’s a gay channel 
that holds a reunion every year—so people 
are already planning for this 2000 reunion 
and saving money to get a plane ticket to the 
meeting place. We’ve got a better 
understanding of what’s going on in other 
areas of the world, as far as what gays and 
lesbians are facing politically as well as 
socially, and we’ve got a better line of 
communication just to meet new people. 
You’ve also got people on the net that are 
acting as counsellors. Most of them have 
professional degrees and are good at it. 


ARBOR FUNERAL HOMES 
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Offering families of Edmonton 
& surrounding communities: 


ry guaranteeing personalized service & fair prices 


€ traditional funeral packages and complete 
cremation services 


beautiful reception lounges available for after 
€ Juneral gathering 


é ample free parking 


é pre-planning information & counselling 


Because there’s a level of anonymity to it, so 
you can talk to someone who’s a 
professional, especially if you’re a teenager 
coming out. You can get pointers on how to 
deal with issues and get some support when 
you’re coming out to parents and friends. 
There’s a community you can go back to 
where they don’t know you. All we have is 
a nickname. So there’s a strong network of 
support on the net, now, and a lot of web 
pages that provide support for people— 
especially those who are HIV positive. 
Calgary On Line’s web site is 
www.col.ca. Check it out for information on 
joining or for other services they provide. 
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I’m not certain how I stumbled upon a 
German website filled with Matrix-like 
marketing companies, skateboarder slogans, 
stereo equipment ads and white trash hidden- 
camera stills, but for my audience, I would do 
anything. At http://buzz.bazooka.se/buzz/ 
you can find all this and polish up your 
German at the same time. Best of all is the 
Kama Sutra of Pooh, a sudsy pictorial spread 
of our favorite childhood stuffed animals in 
some decidedly adult positions. Let’s see: 


there’s Pooh mounting Eeyore, then Eeyore 
69ing Tigger and, finally, Pooh mounting 


HING MOME 


Eeyore on Tigger. Ooh, it’s furry and saucy 
and so wrong. So, so terribly wrong. Excuse 
me while I bookmark this one... 

The sister of gloom behind 
www.bringdown.com won’t be turning his 
frown upside down anytime soon. The e- 
zine’s tagline, after all, is “Where there’s a 
dark cloud in front of every rainbow.” Ifyou, 
too, hate Genre magazine, going to the gym, 
and silly disco bunnies, you should get more 
than your recommended intake of bitterness 
calories here. Take a peek at “Moron of the 
Month” where he rips apart two 
harmless preppy boyfriend fags 
named Gaydon (he used to work 
as Macy’s Polo rep!) and Jeremy 
(“here’s some of our favorite 
we” moments!”). Then 
again, anyone who posts his 
workout schedule and tear- 
jerking coming-out story on the 
net deserves a little good-natured 
ribbing. That or an JQ intravenous 
drip. Earlier issues include “Think 
You’re Happy? Think Again!”, “Come In 
and Dirty your Mental Diapers” and 
“Chicken Gizzards for the Soul.” I feel better 
already, don’t you? 

No more shy about baring his razor- 
sharp teeth is larrybob, who offers his 
monthly rants at Holy  Titclamps 
(www.io.com/~larrybob) for followers with 


we 
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Theme Dance: September 16, ‘20 


Mardi Gras 2001: March 17, 2001 
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by Darren McInnes 


a rancid sense of humor and a stomach of 
steel. Ground already covered includes 
“How to Raise Your Child to be Gay: the path 
to the disco starts in the cradle”, “Viatical 
Vampires: companies that profit from death” 
and “Other Peoples’ Kinks: freaks are funny, 
so long as nobody’s laughing at you.” 
Catwoman scratched fewer eyes out. 
Larrybob’s Event Listings primarily focus on 
San Francisco and upcoming Vaginal Davis 


butante 


shows, but he also looks at queer bands on 
tour around the U.S. and other parts of the 
world, as well as queer music venues in 
London, Chicago, Toronto and other major 
centres. This is also your first stop of choice 


Mardi Gras 2002: March 16, 2002 


if you’re looking for a prisoner pen pal. After 
all, murderers need love too. 
Smut, smut, wherefore art thou, smut? 
Oh kids, this is my favorite part of this 
column, and at www.hardedged.com, the 
erotic and just downright dirty work of 
photographer Vince Gabrielly is featured in 
all its artfully dripping detail. At Hardedged, 
they “strive to move away from pretty boys 
playing in leather to real men in real 
situations having real sex.” How real is that? 
They also feature interviews (with “real” 
men, surely), stories, behind-the-scenes 
photographs and video clips. The 
only thing that could make these 
kinky, gritty pics better would 
be a scratch and sniff monitor. 
Cinematically, we've 
seen drag queens traverse 
America and Australia with 
mixed comedic results, but how 
about the “exciting life story of a 
drag queen systems analyst on the 
run from the law”? You can meet the 
one and only Trudy of Cyberbia at 
www.trudy.com/trudy along with her 
neighbor Verlene Long-LaBois, whose sad 
claim to fame is that she learned to tie a 
sarong. There are other lovely-inbred guests 
in close-by tracts of Trudy’s trailer park 
worth visiting, as well as vacation snapshots. 


...continued on page 27 
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Doors open at 7:00 pm 


50/50 draw °* Door prizes ° 
Cash prizes for best overall 
Mardi Gras costume and 
sexiest Mardi Gras dresser 


See next month’s ad for 
more details 


Advance tickets available at 
Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 
after January 20 


For information, to volunteer, or for tickets 
call A.KK. Ross at 245-8748 
or Dave Delorme at 686-4040 
Call Xtensions Box 2870 
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Who knew there were so many uses for 
Tupperware containers? Or meat grinders? 
Submit some highly personal details to Trudy 
and she’ll come up with a drag name for you. 
This riff-raff vamp also wins the best line of 
the month award with this food-candy for 
thought: “Sophia Loren was hardly built in a 
day.” Word. 

The best part about supermarket rags are 
the headlines, so save yourself the sixty-five 
cents and embarrassment of reading one in 
line then turning to find the hunk you’ve 
hunted for the past three weeks staring at you 
with disgust. Instead, head to http://news. 
excite.com/odd where the warped world is 
your private’ oyster. Take for instance, 
“Famed Eatery Says ‘Non’ to Single 
Women.” (Well, at least they didn’t use that 
barbaric English term, “No”). Here’s another 
one that I can only assume came from the 
maven of anal-retentive style herself, Martha 
Stewart: “Bloody Meat and Mauve Flowers 
Get the Boot.” Is there no end to that 
woman’s wisdom? And if you, like Holly 


Golightly, are planning a trip to visit your 
special fella at Sing Sing anytime soon, 
perhaps you should read: “Looking For a 
Few Good Men—In Prison.” We do so limit 
ourselves by only frequenting bars, discos, 
and bathhouses, don’t you think? 

Being a big fan of cheese, but not getting 
my fill on Fran Drescher movies and 
Kajagoogoo retrospectives, I decided to go 
directly to the source. At www.cheese.com, 
you can find nearly 700 varieties of the tasty 
mold on the master of all dairy product 
databases. You can search for cheeses by 
name, by country, by texture, and by milk. 
There are cheese facts (some cheeses contain 
calcium!) and cheese news (some cheeses 
contain calcium!). As the site builders 
themselves point out, “Cheese is a nutritious 
food made mostly from the milk of cows but 
also other mammals, including sheep, goats, 
buffalo, reindeer, camels and yaks.” What? 
No milk from rhinos or electric eels? How 
fromage is that? 

In conclusion, I only have one thing to 
say this month: Think locally; dress globally. 
Ta! 
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$294.50 


Sprint Canada 
$190.00 


(approx. $38/line) 
$34.00 
$34.00 


$258.00 


Savings per month: $36.50 or $438. 00 per year 
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Dear Freddy, 

Ive finally dee ded that 2000 is the 
year I’m going to be true te myself and 
my identity; this year I’m going to 
“come out” all over again. I’ve been 
openly gay since f was nineteen, but 
since then I’ve also been hiding the fact 
that I’m really into feet. I live the look 
of them, the feel of them, the smell of 
them, the taste of them. 


XPXENSIONS 


CALGARY 


Community Groups 

AIDS: Calgaiy rind. wae ene eee 2900 

Border Riders Motorcycle Club. ..2088 

Buck Naked Boys Club 2028 

Calgary Cycling Group 4100 

Calgary Men’s Chorus ..2043 
..2001 
..2058 

Fairy Tales, Film Festival 

Fem to Fem Social Group (for women only).2050 


GLCSA..... 

I-Dentity... 

Integrity. 

Men's Domestic Conflict Help Line 
Men's Project 

Metropolitan Community Church.. 
Pride Calgary 


Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club 
SHARP Foundation 


Speak Sebastian 
Victorian Matriarchal Academy 


Unfortunately, most people think 
this is weird and can be quite 
judgemental about it. I’ve been 
wanting to write for a while but I know 
how you can be—do_ a have any 
advice? 

Reve Footsie With x ‘Double Life 


Bear Footie. 
Tsk, tsk—P’m surprised at you; after 
all these years of supporting the habits of 
all you freaks out there, 


even though I can’t quite “see it” for 
myself (my paws are all full of gravel, 
rubbish, and poo—not too appetizing). 
I’ve always wondered what you people do 
for pornography—buy podiatrist’s texts? 
And what do you consider “hardcore”— 
hammer toes, nail lint. ar bunions? 


and beyond dhe foot 
fabulous it can be. 
Hugs, Fred 


Dear Freddy, 


When we _ decided 


on 


our 
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11 St Lodging 
Arena Coffee Shop. 


Chickenhawks Bistro. 


Jane Oxenbury, M. Ed, Psych.... 
Jeffery’s Boudoir Photography... 
Labyrinth Lodge 

Loading Dock 

Mantaclean 

Marlborough Ford... 

Money-Pennies 

Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker 
Victoria's 

Westways 
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* Dial 777-9499 (Outside Calgary 1-877-882-2011). _ 
* Press 1 on your touch-tone phone at the main menu brome oo 


« Enter the four-digit Xtension number. 
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I’m hurt that — 
you'd be so timid. Actually, I’ve always 
been rather fascinated with foot fetishism, 


resolutions for the new year, my 
boyfriend of five years said he was 
going to finally quit smoking. I thi 
this is great but he really should h 
said “lose weight” instead—he’s 
getting bigger and bigger over the 
two years and stoppin; ing isn’t — 
going to help things. He 
this matter subtly and 
his feelings? 

_ Trim & Turned-Off, Let 


feet on his side of the bed with cinder- 
blocks as a subtle hint that maybe he’s 
lipped a bi on the veg/protein/carbs ratio. 


Dear Trim, 

~ Your signif sounds lik 
the “straight looking, strai: 
category—the reproductives alv 
themselves go once they marry. What you 
need to do is acknowledge this issue in a 
gentle manner that won’t upset or offend 
your puffed-up partner. Try replacing the 
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Martin Schwartz, R.M.T. 
AMTWP-96-1279 
Trained in multiple modalities 
“An alternative clinic specializing 
in the treatment of stress related 
disorders.” 


Gentle, effective non-invasive techniques 
Professional, corporate, 
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Community Groups 

Buck Naked Boys Club of Edmonton 
Dignity 

Equal Alberta 

Gay Men’s Wednesday Coffee Evening... 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics by Karen 


LETHBRIDGE 


Community Groups 
AIDS Connection Society 
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by David Crosson 

As we cross the threshold into what 
could very well be a “brave new world” 
for gays and lesbians, it seems quite 
remarkable that we are now in a position 
to discuss how—not i/—we are portrayed 
in popular media. The debate has turned 
into a bit of a Goldilocks situation: Ellen’s 
Ellen was ‘too gay’; Eric McCormack’s 
Will ‘isn’t gay enough’—when will we 
find something that’s just right? 

The truth is, we will never find 
something that’s just right, because the 
definitive homosexual is about as easy to 
find as the definitive heterosexual. Or 
Bigfoot. 

The greatest thing about the current 
state of affairs is that options and identities 
are being explored up and down the scale, 
a far cry from the one-note, limp-wristed 
sissies of the past. Even as late as 1980, 
members of the community took to the 
streets in protest of Cruising’s depiction of 
the SM lifestyle in the context of a serial 
killer thriller. 

At this point in time, when reflection 
is all the rage (human nature, I suppose; 
possibly boredom), I thought it would be 
interesting to look at a couple of “early” 
gay films made at a time when such things 
were considered oddities and not a genre. 


Making Love (1982) 


CBS/Fox Video. 
Directed by Arthur 
Hiller. Starring 
Michael Ontkean, 


Harry Hamlin and 
Kate Jackson. 

This could likely 
have been called the 
greatest horror flick 
of 1982, with its 
depiction of male 
homosexuality as 
something less than a depraved, hedonistic 
romp (also a far cry from the comedic 
campiness of that same year’s Tootsie). 
Watching Making Love seventeen years 
after its release makes it more than a little 
astonishing—it was the first film to tackle 
the subject in a less judgmental way, one 
that had the courage to dispatch with 
stereotypes and make the gay male 
characters three-dimensional and 
masculine. They are, first and foremost, 
men—men who just happen to like other 
men (it should be pointed out, however, 
that one of the main male characters is a 
raving Gilbert and Sullivan fan). 

The story centres around Zack 
(Michael Ontkean) and Claire (Kate 
Jackson), a couple whose eight-year 
marriage is broken up by the arrival of a 
tall dark stranger named Bart (Harry 
Hamlin). It is important to note that 
Hamlin’s character is not a predatory 
“butch fatale”; rather, he is the catalyst 
that makes Zack finally come to terms 
with his sexuality. 


The film takes pains to point out the 
similarities between Zack’s two love 
interests (the only difference being 
gender) and seeks to understand the 
confusion, the guilt and the need for men 
to turn away from traditional relationships 
and accept their homosexuality as a full 
part of their lives. In all, Making Love is 
more about male bonding than males 
banging—there is a gentleness in Bart and 
Zack’s first sexual encounter that takes it 
out of the arena of mere lust (there’s even 
soft oboe and violin action happening in 
the soundtrack!) and gives it real value. 
The scene also features the first mano-a- 
mano onscreen kiss that wasn’t played for 
laughs. At the same time, the film doesn’t 
pull any punches when it comes to 
acknowledging some of the sleazier 
aspects of gay subculture when trying to 
strike the balance between positive and 
negative. 

As well, to the film’s credit, director 
Hiller and Kate Jackson have ensured that 
Claire is given a full identity as a woman, 
a strong woman with prospects and 
potential and power—you know she’s 
going to be all right. At film’s close, 
you’re rooting for both characters, with a 
bittersweet ending that ties up loose ends 
without making them into a fluffy and 
implausible bow. 

Making Love, even through its title, 
shows a move towards a greater tolerance, 
a more liberal depiction of gays in the 
mainstream. Sadly, the film was also 


made just prior to the widespread hysteria 
of AIDS, and the ensuing backlash had 
tremendous repercussions. Perhaps now, 
armed with a little knowledge and a lot of 
hope, we can move forward into a time 
when such films are, in large, the rule and 
not the exception. 


As Is (1986) 
Brandman 
Productions  Inc/ 
Karl-Lorimar Video. 
Directed by Michael 
Lindsay-Hogg. 
Starring Robert 
Carradine, 
Jonathan Hadary, 
Allan Scarfe, 
Joanna Miles and 
Colleen Dewhurst. 

Produced four 
years after Making Love, As Is was one of 
a number of films that attempted to 
address the AIDS crisis within the broader 
culture. This movie is the story of two 
men living—and one dying—in the 
shadow of “gay cancer,” the new killer on 
the block. 

Rich (Robert Carradine) and Saul 
(Jonathan Hadary) are in the process of 
breaking up and dividing their possessions 
when Rich reveals that he has contracted 
AIDS. The disease has dropped into his 
life (as it had to so many at the time) and 


sent tsunami-like ripples through all 
aspects of his existence. Family, work, 
friendships, relationships—all are caught 
in the swell of paranoia, fear and 
intolerance. Everything that Rich 
touches—from telephones to toilets, 
soapdishes to coffee cups—becomes a 
perceived threat to those around him. At 
one point, even his doctor blurts out 
“Don’t touch me!” during an office visit. 
The siege-like aspect of other 
characters’ reactions is captured handily in 
a series of vignettes delivered as rapidly as 
machine-gun fire, one example of the 
interesting wordplay used throughout, a 
layering to speech elements used to deliver 
a single message, There is also a very 
effective episode where characters recount 
the first time they heard about the disease, 
putting it in a/cultural context that mirrors 
such landmark events as Kennedy’s 
assassination, the moon walk, or Diana’s 
death in the broader societal landscape. 
As Is is an earnest film sparked by the 
“freshness” of pain and frustration that 
ruled at the time. Unfortunately, it is this 
same energy that causes the film to try too 
hard occasionally, relying on stereotype 
and melodrama to make its point. 
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Preppies in polo shirts, fag-hag actresses, 
uptight suburbanites, corny leather 
queens, whiny Jews and wacky Latinos— 
all are there for the taking. Or the leaving, 
which is why the potential strength of this 
film is so diluted. You really can’t care 
that much about many of the characters. 
As well, the extensive focus on drug 
abuse, infidelity, excessive drinking and 
pettiness in the gay community. works 
against the sense of tragedy and 
compromises the film’s central message 
that love will triumph over lust and death. 

Perhaps the pendulum has swung a bit 
too far since As Js’ release, flooding 
screens with a mass of loveable gay 
mascots, but it is an interesting way to see 
the media grapple for an equality 
equilibrium. Rent this film to see—and 
savour—just how far we’ve come in a 
short period of time. 

Videos courtesy of 
Rainbow Pride 
Resource Centre: 
L100 822 11th Ave. 
S.W., Calgary 
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House sitter. Call me. I'll take care of your 
home, your pets, and water your plants. Live 
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Larry’s Soothing Comfort Massage 
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homes for rent 


Minutes to downtown, large 1 bdrm bsmy 
suite located in Regal Terrace. Very clean, 
newer Ikea kitchen to responsible N/S 
person, no pets, $500/month incl. utilities, 
shared laundry, parking off street. Available 
immediately. Call 276-3845 evenings. 


203 


shared accom. 


www.marcouest.com Fax 519-585-1559. 
P.O. Box 1226 Station K, 2384 Yonge Street, 
Toronto ON, M4P 3ES. 


Lost your butt? We have it. 


MENTS QUALITY AUGMENTED UNDERWEAR, 


BUTT FOR YOU 


240-245 Carlaw Ave. Toronto.CN MAM-2S4 


1-800-409-1563 


www.buttforyou.com 


Natural products designed to support and 
enhance your immune system. A healthy 
immune system is essential to the body’s 
ability to maintain optimal health. 209- 


at 283-7980. No calls after 11 pm thanks. 
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models & escorts 


BONDAGE MODELS wanted for new 
members-only fantasy fiction website. 
Payment is on a sliding scale. 18-28, slim to 
muscular preferred. Send recent photo and 
contact information to Reply #1265. 


KURT 


Calgary-based 
bodybuilder escort, 


: 0729. 
Seeking responsible clean communicative 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # NIK iy ine. aotereile Mere aa EXPRESS VIDEO 28, 5'9", 200 Ibs. 
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movies to buy = 
or rent! Hot 
new releases: , 
hard to find 
classics; mail 
order too! Visit 
or write to: 
Express Video, 
#202, 1174 
Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton, 
Alta. TSKONS5. Ph:780-482-7480 


, 5 (4 }-9929. 
N/S, professional male, looking for Pager {(03) 213 oa 


someone to share newly renovated 3 
bedroom, hardwood floors, 5 appliances, 
house in Killarney. $350 + shared utilities, 
228-6636 or 781-4166. 


COMING TO TORONTO? 


Ten thick inches guaranteed! 


Two bedroom apt. in Kensington avail, Jan 
1. Close to university, LRT, bike paths. Non 
smoker male preferred. $400/month, $300 
DD. Rick 270-7238 
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ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: Attractive, athletic university jock escort 
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time offer, I rarely advertise. In/out. 
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Buy it. Sell it. Rentit. 
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dating services 


GET SEX TONIGHT! 

Instant live phone conversations with hot Calgary gay 
men. All live, all the time. For your free membership, 
call 777-9481. 


HOT ONLINE ENTERTAINMENT 

GaySex2000.com MarineStuds.com GaySexLive.com 
Gay-Chat.com StudMail.com GayKiss.com 
VoyeurCamLive.com UncutStuds.com BlackStud.com 
MaleCards.com GayPornoChannel.com 


www.sguirt.org Alberta’s Neighbourhood Sex Guide 
www.squirtpersonals.com Personal ads for Alberta 


guys looking for sex 


Volunteers needed to support Beswick House, a 24-hour 
supported living home for persons with HIV/AIDS (i.e. 
caregivers, companions, drivers and bingo volunteers) 
Call Penny at 272-2912. 

Office equipment needed for new _ non-profit 
organization. Transitions seeks the following: 4-5 drawer 
lateral and 2-drawer filing cabinet, 2 phones, laser print 
paper, file folders, children’s computer programs. Will 
pick up. Call 275-4580 

Not using your old laptop? 
Transitions “Laptop For Kids”. 


509 
services 


Consider donating it to 
Call 275-4580 


ALEXANDRA’S PERMANENT MAKEUP AND 
ELECTROLYSIS 
I am offering the above services at a reduced rate, plus 
relaxation services also available. In the 17th Ave. S.W 
neighbourhood. Call Alexandra 630-4508 for details. 


OUTLOOKS 1S MULTIMEDIA! 
YOUR ADVERTISEMENT IN 
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® NATIONAL CIRCULATION IN CANADA 
* FREE WEBSITE PLACEMENT 
* FREE PHONE XTENSIONS FOR THREE MONTHS 
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Calgary Westways Guest House 
216- 25 Avenue SW, Calgary 


Calgary’s only C.AA-AAA 
3 Diamond rated B&B. 15% off with 
“this ad when booking January. Call 
Jonathon 229-1758 or 
www.westways.ab.ca 


NEW B&B 

Elegant 1914 Canada Select 4 star Heritage Home 
downtown offering luxurious accommodation for the 
discriminating business or pleasure traveller. Each room 
with ensuite bathroom, TV, VCR, telephone jack for free 
Internet access and many more amenities. Treat yourself. 
Hillcrest House 600 Hillcrest Ave. S.W. Calgary, Tel 
(403) 228-6164, Fax (403) 228-6194 
www.hillcresthouse.com 


The 

FOXWOOD 

Bed & Breakfast 
1725 - 12 Street SW 


Located in the Heart of 
Calgary 


Beautiful 1910 Character Home & Great Hosts 
Very Comfortable Rooms with Many Extras 
New Indoor ‘Spa’ with Deluxe Jacuzzi 

Close to Clubs & Calgary's Best Dining 

Treat Yourself for Business or Pleasure 


(403) 244-6693 


Website: www.members.home.net/foxwoodbandb 


FOR ONE FAIR PRICE You’L.L: 


° BE SEEN IN THE 25,500 COPIES THAT 
TARGET THE 240,000 GAY AND LESBIAN 
ALBERTANS 
° BE VIEWED AT OUR WEBSITE WITH YOUR 
COMPLETE DISPLAY ADVERTIGEMENT TO OVER 
70,000 HITS A MONTH 
© BE ACCESSED BY XTENSIONB, ALBERTA'S 
TOLL-FREE ACCESS TELEPHONE INFORMATION 


: Doug McDougall, 
VP Advertising 
‘1-888-228-1157 _ 


EDMONTON 


Philip Thomarat 
(780) 447-3006 


CALGARY 
Terry Morgan 


228-1157 


VANCOUVER 


Michelle Clancey 
_ (604) 377-3584 


She Dragon Fly Inn 
Nelson, B.C. 


Our late Victorian home offers guests two 
antique appointed bedrooms, sumptuous 
breakfasts, an outdoor hot tub; all enjoyed with a 
fabulous view of Kootenay Lake. 


Raylene & Laura, 1016 Hall Mines Rd. (250) 
354-1128, Fax (250) 354-1128 Email: 
dragnfly@netidea.com 


701 
business services 


Accurate Accounting Services: personal taxes, GST 
returns, bookkeeping, business returns, payroll and corporate 
returns. Call Berard at 263-0691 


EVENT LISTINGS 


CALGARY 
Next ARGRA dances: January 15 and February 12 at 
Victoria Park Community Centre Visit 


www.canuck.com/~argra or call (403) 541-8140 for more 
information. 


First Brunch 2000 at Money-Pennies, January Ist, noon-3 
pm, tickets on sale now. 


Calgary Life Enrichment Centre: free lectures every 
Sunday at the Palliser Hotel. Subjects include Coping & Life 
Skills, Stress & Anger Management, Meditation and more 
278-1217. 


Improvisation classes with internationally recognized 
teacher Keith Johnstone, January 21-23, 2000. 246-5496. 


Armando’s 


Ristorante 
Italiano 
1314 - 17th Ave. S.W. 


Calgary, Alberta 
244-3400 


..ftot just another 
limp noodle... 


Easy access 
Warm atmosphere 
Quiet comfort 
Great food! 


Ciliberti 
Ristorante 
Italiano 


NEWLY RENOVATED! 
205 - 8 Ave. S.W. 
(Stephen Avenue Mall) 
Calgary, Alberta 
232-8750 
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Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


vy, This site offers easy to order x 
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STORIES ~*000 gay movies. 


STEAMY Wwww.gayhardlooks.com 


Live video chat. 


Memberships in Calgary available at Rainbow Pride Resource Centre. 


FOX’S LAIR 

From: Studio 2000 

Featuring: Ryan Fox, Steven Marks, 

Knight, Sam Carson, Alec Powers, Rip Stowe 
Running Time: 100 minutes 


Chad 


Ryan Fox is a young man struggling to find his 
identity and understand his feelings for his friends. 
While his two roommates are travelling around Europe, 
Ryan manages to engage in some escapades of his own. 
When he’s home alone on a Saturday night, he decides 
to go and visit his other roommate Mark, who runs the 
local gym. Ryan’s broke, so a free workout with Mark 


is all he can afford. However, when he arrives at the Such as when he goes camping with one of his jock RATING: our OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
spa he finds that Mark is pumping more than iron with teammates, Mike, the intimacy of the small tent is MUSIC: kk SET: tok 
Steve, his spotter. Ryan is devastated and leaves before overwhelming and Russ gives in to some basic desires. BODIES: kkk kk STORY: +e 


they even notice him (litthe wonder as Steve has a 
mouthful and Mark has his back to the door). He rushes 


THE ENGLISH STUDENT passion, though perhaps not learning how to spell the | comes to mind and Julian has an overactive imagination. 
From: Bel Ami words. With his hands this occupied he may never The stars of this movie include some Bel Ami 
Featuring: Julian Armanis, Sebastian Bennet, complete his written assignments... favorites from the past and some of the hottest new talent 


Claude Cocteau, Simon Jacobi, Jacques Melliés, Karl 
Tenner, Nico Tiziani, Alexander Strauss, Andrej Volek, 
Dano Sulik 

Running Time: 110 minutes 


Julian is taking a course in English and quickly 
learns that practice and experience are the best teachers. 
Every night his professor gives him homework to enlarge 
his vocabulary, but he finds it a mouthful on more than 
one occasion. His assignments include having to choose 
his own words based on his activities outside the 
classroom. When you see these activities in which Julian 
participates with his friends, youll wonder how his 
teacher will react to the written essays. His vocabulary 
is definitely growing. but perhaps not the way it was 
intended. He learns to express himself with uninhibited 


home and is confused by his jealousy. 

The next morning at breakfast Ryan shows his 
anger to a very confused Mark who can’t understand his 
jealous rage. When Mark invites Ryan to join him for 
a workout, he’s even more confused when Ryan goes to 
the Y by himself. When you see the locker room action 
you'll know the Y’s attraction for Ryan. Even though 
he’s only a bystander watching, the situation’s way too 
hot for Ryan and he leaves feeling even more confused. 

Ryan goes to visit his brother Russ for some 
family advice and frank discussion about his sexuality. 
Much to Ryan’s surprise, his straight, married brother 
has some stories to tell which tantalize the imagination. 


The cute teammate surrenders to Russ and the story 
leaves Ryan even more confused. Russ tells Ryan he 


The first word on Julian’s list of assignments is 
“cruising”, and he quickly discovers the meaning (and it 
doesn’t involve ships). Julian loves to go cnuising in the 
Town Square, which is full of young men playing 
volleyball, other students taking relaxing strolls and 
cafes where one can sit and watch the hot action. In the 
park, Julian becomes involved in a ball game with 
another young student. When he takes the young man 
home, his vocabulary is expanded with some very long 
new words and experiences. Soon actions speak louder 
than words and Julian demonstrates his oral abilities in a 
different language. 

His second word is “lick” and, of course, for this 
experience he thinks first of popsicles. However, after 
careful consideration he discovers other tasty treats to 
think about. With each new word a new experience 


$2.95us 


4 DAY TRIAL 


has to learn to bend, be flexible and get out to 
experience life. 

Ryan turns to his best friend for more advice and 
decides it’s time to come out. And, much to his 
surprise, Chad Knight feels the same way about Ryan. 
With the help of his best friend, Ryan turns his dreams 
into reality and his life is never going to be the same 
again. These superstuds are sure to help anyone find 
their way out of the closet. 

Review sponsored by Rainbow Pride Resource 
Centre, L100 822 11th Avenue SW, Calgary, 266-5685 


ACTION SCENES: * kkk *& 


from the 1/0] Men auditions reviewed earlier this year. 
Newcomers include Claude Cocteau and Nico Tiziani. 
Simon Jacobi was a major vote winner from the /0/ Men 
video and you’ll soon see why his attributes went over 
big during the auditions. Join Julian for some homework 
that really is a pleasure—you may want to return to your 
school days. 

Review sponsored by Express Video, #202 I 745 
Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480. Email: 
exec. express@v-wave.com 
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LIVE CONNECTIONS AND TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


interactivemale=> 


PROUDLY CONNECTING THE MOST. MEN 


balgary (403) 201-2101 


Vancouver (804) 257-5555 © Edmonton (780) 413-3592 © Medicine Hat 403} 504-2406 
Lethbridge (403) 320-4010 © Banff (403) 760-538) 
Red Deer {403} 357-5007 © Whistler [604] 938-5009 


No membership required, Quickee response & retrieval line: 1-900-451-3800, Only $1.99/min, 
nnn lmteractivelialle.com 


Pay using Visa, MC, AMEX, Instant Credit or Cash. Discreetly billed as BMI, Boulevard Media Inc. BMI takes no responsibility for personal meetings. Callers must be 18+. 24-hour customer service 1-888-305-8182 


© Cruise through thousands of voice ads or record 

your own ads. .. FREE! Just call 777-9494 (Calgary) 

or 413-7122 (Edmonton) and follow the recorded 
instructions. 


© Respond to voice ads or retrieve messages 
for as little as 10¢/minute! 


© For membership information, call Customer 
Service toll-free at 1-877-882-2010 (Calgary), 


1-877-882-2007 (Edmonton) or visit one of 
our cash locations: 


Calgary: With the Times (2 locations) 
22124 - 4th Street SW & 118 10th Street NW 
10:00 am - 11:00 pm, 7 days a week 


Calgary: Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 


L100 - 822 11th Ave SW 
Noon - 10:00 pm, 7 days a week 


Edmonton: Down Under 
12224 Jasper Ave 
Open 24 hrs/day 


JUSTJFRIENDS 


2632: Looking to meet up with some 
guys for friendship. Just moved here myself 
from out east a couple of months ago, and 
not into the gay scene at all. Looking for 
guys with similar interests, | enjoy going 
movies, enjoy a good laugh, enjoy music. As 
far as activities, | really get into downhill ski- 
ing, mountain biking 


Box 2673: What I'm looking for is a gym 
workout partner or partners. It is my goal to 
make some serious and drastic changes as .it 
felates to my level of physical fitness. I'm 
looking for someone with similar aspirations 
to help me reach my goals. You must be will- 
ing to commit to working out 5-6 days a 
week, 1-1/2 to 3 hours per day, in the 
evenings, Monday to Thursdays, and either 
the mornings or afternoons, Friday to 
Sundays. | work out at World Health. A little 
bit about myself: I'm 33, a gay white male, 6", 
180Ib, a nonsmoker and straight acting. | 
enjoy such activities as downhill skiing, run- 
ning, swimming and spending time in the 
waves with my skidoo. I'm looking for some- 
one between 25-40, straight acting and a 
nonsmoker. You are serious, as | am, and 
can provide the commitment and not excus- 
es and are looking for someone to help to 
feach your goals, and are able to commit to 
the time and effort to a workout that I've indi- 
cated. Also looking for someone who'd like 
to jog on a regular basis, 


Box 2512: I'm a 36 year old gay male, | 
stand 5'11", and | weigh 180!b, give or take 
a few. | have short brown hair, and green- 
hazel eyes. |'m basically on the system to 
find a person for an ongoing but discreet, 
Clean relationship. |'m looking for someone 
who likes to go out and have some fun, like 
going to the movies, going for walks, roman- 
tic drives to the mountains, a person who 
likes to go shoot a game of pool. With the 
right person to have a hot and sweaty and 
slippery night 


...oF visit any Western Union outlet! 


Box 2543: I'm Colin, 19, 5'6", 125lb, blue 
eyes. | quess I'm a nice person who's a little 
shy, kind of new to this. Kind of coming out 
fight now, just looking for friends right now 
and hopefully long term. My last relationship 
was long term so | kind of hope this one will 
be longer and more trusting, 

Box 2588: I'm 32 years old, | live out in 
Banff, I'm in Bow Valley area. Looking to 
meet somebody from the Banff and more 
Lake Louise area that's also into things I'm 
into. I'm a cowboy type, into country and 
western music, pretty flexible on that issue, 
and | just like to get together with down-to- 
earth persons who are interested in creating 
a life together. 


Box 2642: I'm a white male in my early-40s, 
I'm easy-going, enjoy a good time, like to 
laugh. I'm seeking other guys who would like 
to take, things slow from the start, it's been a 
while since I've been in a relationship. I'm a 
big fellow, I'm 6', 245lb, but I'm not unattrac- 
tive. | prefer to please a heavy other guy, just 
lay back and enjoy. | am available evenings 
and weekends. Prefer younger guys, any- 
where's between the ages of 18-35, 


Box 2662: My name is Rick, I'm an attrac- 
tive 38 year old, 5'10", brown hair, hazel 
eyes, and | weigh 150!b. I'm financially sta- 
ble as you should be as well. | like to do a 
variety of things such as camping, hiking, 
dinners, movies, and quiet evenings at home 
with someone special. I'm down-to-earth, 
honest, and sincere. | have a very positive 
outlook on life, and live for today and plan 
for tomorrow. |'m looking for that special 
guy who excites myself not only physically 
but intellectually and emotionally. | would 
prefer someone who Is attractive, definitely 
slim and in pretty good shape. I'm not into 
head games or guys who are trying to make 
a statement by waving banners or acting 
feminine. |t's hard to say exactly what I'm 
like and what | like, 


Box 2677: This is Larry and | recently moved 
here from Vancouver. | am a working pro- 
fessional, working downtown Calgary. I'm 36 
years old but | look around 28, 5'7", 64kg. 
| am not a submissive, | am very confident. | 
am financially secure as well. | do consider 


myself above average smooth, fit gay 
Chinese male who is into watching movies, 
going out, doing things together with that 
someone special. The person | am looking 
for must be gay white male, HIV-, nonsmok- 
ef, nonfat, and he must be financially secure 
as well, And preferably between the age of 
35-49, . My interests are computers, reading 
technical books and cooking 


Box 2682: I'm going to preface this by say- 
ing I'm not desperate, |'m just tired of meet- 
ing the wrong kind of guy at the wrong kind 
of bar. I'm 28, 5'10", 160)b, 

dark hair, blue eyes, 

cleancut, clean- 

shaven, I'm a 

good-looking 

cute, boyish, 

boy-next- 

door kind of 

look going 

on. I've got 

a nice build 

and fairly 

sarcastic 

sense of 

humor. | like to 

laugh and |'m look- 

ing for a guy who's 

about my own age, which 

means 25-33. Looking for a guy 

who's educated, working, likes to read, likes 
the outdoors and likes to do other things on 
the weekend besides hit pigtown. 


Box 2547: It's Kyle here, 30 year old, stand- 
ing 6'2", 198lb, short military cut hair, clean- 
shaven, 8" cock very thick and cut, nice ass, 
not too hairy of a body. I'm a bi guy looking 
to hook up with Asian guys only, that are 
young and cute, and | stress that. Between 
the ages of 18-28. Guys who are smaller 


than myself in height and weight, Cute boy- 
ish looks always turn me on. If you're a little 
bit submissive that's a bonus, but | like mas- 
Culine guys that are a lot of fun 


Box 2561: I'm Shawn, I'm 33, 6'2", 180lb, 
brown hair, blue eyes, in good shape. |'m 
looking for a little brother, somebody about 
18 - 21, That's a little under 5'5" and would 
like to have a big brother to hang out with 
and have fun with and also kind of cuddly 
and likes to be hugged, kissed and stuff like 
that. | would treat you good and make you 
feel wanted. | really like smooth, slim guys 


Box 2564: This very good-looking, young 
looking guy wants to get together with only 
big muscular guys. The bigger the better, the 
muscular the better. I'm not interested in the 
guys that go the gay bar, but would like to get 
fucked by a big muscular man. 

Box 2596: I'm a 25 year old bi white male, 
6'1", 170lb, good-looking, clean, safe, dis- 
creet. Looking to get together with other bi 
white males or gay white males on a casual 
ongoing basis. You're 30-40 years old and 
like the company of a younger male. 


Box 2614: 150lb, bottom boy here, brown 
hair, brown eyes, 5'9", 7" uncut cock, throb- 
bing hard. What I'm into guys is to come 


over to your house, get down on my knees, 
wrap my lips around your hard thick shaft, 
suck you off until you spurt down my throat 
and my face. 


Box 2636: Late-40s, bi-curious guy looking 
for someone who would like to give me oral 
initially. I'm about 5'10", 160lb, good-looking 
and 6-1/2" cock, cut, nice and thick. You're 
looking for discreet encounters, unattached 


Box 2639: Looking to service a good-look- 
ing young man, just have you lay back and 
enjoy, nothing more, no 

less. I'm 40 years old, |’ 

a big boy. I'm 6’, 

245lb but I'm not 

unattractive. | love 

to perform oral, 


Looking — for 

other guys for 

friendship, pos- 

sibly long term 

felationship for 

casual and discreet 

encounters. Very slim, 
very fit and open-minded. 


Box 2655: | need to come, my cock is hard, 
|'m naked all over, I'm laying down, my legs 
are wide apart. | love cumming on my toes, 
and then licking my own cum. | want to 
come ‘in front of you. I'm so horny and 
naked, | love cumming, | want to cum, | need 
an audience, |'ve always dreamed about 
cumming in front of somebody--Make it you. 
Let me cum in front of you, please. | have to 
cum, | have to. Oh god, | love cumming, 
cock's pulsing, it's pulsing, it's cumming. Oh 
| love the taste of the juice. The stuff that 
cums out of my cock is so tasty. Watch me 
cum. | love a hard cock. | love my cock. 


Box 2671: I'm a bi guy, 26 years old, 5'11", 
brown hair and eyes, weigh 175lb, I'm 7- 
1/2" cut, moderately hairy body. I'm into any- 
thing clean, safe, discreet and fun. | like lots 
of hot body contact, stroking, 69s, lots of 
touching, licking. |'m looking for a laid-back, 
sweats and t-shirt kind of guy, who's easy- 
going, discreet and into pretty much the 
same things | am. 


Box 2688: 21 year old looking for new 
friends, new possibilities, as in casual 
encounters. I'm 5'9", weigh about 240- 
245lb, | workout 3-4 times a week. |'m just 
looking for a person to be very good friends 
with, go out have coffee, go out to movies, 
just talk, I'm very talkative, | love talking on 
the telephone. | go to college and am look- 
ing for someone 18-27, 


ATHER’& SM 


Box 2535: This is a very naughty, submissive 
boy looking for a daddy for some good 
spankings. 

Box 2626: I'm an aggressive, dominant, 
married, bi male, 41, 6'2", 210\b, attractive 
with blue eyes, a moustache and goatee, a 
hairy chest and an average body. I'm expe- 
rienced, and I'm looking for a clean, discreet, 
bottom | can train to suck my 7" cut cock just 
the way | like. You must have a talented 
mouth and preferably be able to entertain 
You should also enjoy BD, butt play and toys, 
SM including cock, ball and nipple torture, 
verbal abuse, spankings, flagellation, intimacy 
training, wax and more. 


Box 2633; Is there a mean, strict and aggres- 
sive master out there who could use a slave for 
purposes of ass worship, toilet training, rape 
fantasies, gang bangs. | enjoy being in captiv- 
ity, | enjoy being held in captivity, the longer the 
better, if not indefinitely. Very, very, very sub- 
missive and very willing to serve. | have a vir- 
gin ass, a hungry and willing mouth. Would like 
to be used for domestic training as well. 


Box 2630: Stocky male, 34 years old, blond 
flat top, fairly hairy all over, pierced nipple. 
Looking for other guys into mutual masturba- 
tion. Love porn, love poppers. Looking for 
guys who appreciate larger guys, or guys 
who just want to have fun. 


Box 2638: I'm a big boy, I'm 6', 250Ib. | love 
to service good-looking young men. | have 
some strange working hours, but am usually 
available on the weekends, You just want to lay 
back and enjoy, and let me do all the pleasing. 


TRANSGENDER 


Box 2533: I'm looking for transsexuals to 
dress up and have fun and games with, you 
know how it is, 


Box 2544: Brand new to Calgary, I'm Dan. 
Looking to meet crossdressers who are into 
having some safe fun and everything else, 


Box 2609: I'm a 27 year old, single, | am 
5'9", clean-shaven, medium-build, 175lb, 
black hair, brown eyes, extremely attractive. | 
am brown-skinned, with a trim, smooth body, 
and a smooth, hairless bottom. | have a nice 
hot loaded pistol for you. | wish to meet a 
Gay or bi male, any race, who is sexually 
spontaneous, who likes to give oral for hot 
steamy sex. | am a diminutive type person. | 
like to work on lots of gay males and a very 
few selective bi males, | love to play for long 
periods of time, 


Box 2618: I'm a tall, slim, very feminine, 
very sexy TV, who's wishing to meet with 
other girlfriends who share my same pas- 
sion for extreme feminism. If you fantasize 
about romantic and intimate rendezvous in 
very romantic surroundings, sipping wine 
and cuddling in front of a warm fire, the 
feel of lingerie and velvet against our per- 
fumed bodies. Mmm. 


Box 2660: I'm Troy, I'm an attractive, sin- 
gle, white male. |'m tall, with a fit, muscular 
athletic build, very open-minded, easy- 
going. I'm looking for an attractive, slim 
transvestite/transsexual to at least talk 
and/or fun times. 


BISEXUA 


Box 2593: I'ma 5'8", 150lb, open-minded, 36 
year old, bi male. Looking for a couple, where 
the female would participate on occasion. 


Box 2674: |'m Eric, 5'7", 160!b, blond hair, 
27 years old. Looking for fun. 


Box 2683: I'm 26, 5'11", 160lb, short 
brown hair, blue eyes, goatee. Looking to 
meet a masculine guy that's into the out- 
doors, sports, that kind of thing. Really into 
oral, body contact, mutual JO, and whatever 
else comes to mind. 


Box 2629: I'm Devon, I'm very bi-curious, 
I'm 18. There's not many women's ads on 
here, | thought I'd make my own and maybe 
I'd get a few more friends. I'm willing to try 
anything if you are. 
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